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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY

The San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board

will hold a regular meeting on

Wednesday, March 23, 2016, commencing at 10:00 a.m.

Board Meeting Location:

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Board Room

5469 E. Olive Avenue, Fresno, CA 93727

The following locations are also open to Board members and

the public for attendance via phone conference:
California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Ste. 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A.

ROLL CALL
Roll Call

Approve Rotation of Board Chairperson to Andreas Borgeas,
Fresno County Board of Supervisors, and Vice-Chair to Brett
Frazier, Madera County Board of Supervisors (carried over

without prior discussion from the February 17, 2016, agenda)

PUBLIC COMMENT & BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

The first ten minutes of the meeting are reserved for members
of the public who wish to address the Conservancy Board on
items of interest that are within the subject matter jurisdiction
of the Conservancy. Speakers shall be limited to three
minutes. The Board is prohibited by law from taking any
action on matters discussed that are not on the agenda; no
adverse conclusions should be drawn if the Board does not
respond to the public comment at this time.
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F-1

F-2

G-2

G-3

H.

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
Items identified after preparation of the agenda for which there is a need to take immediate
action. Two-thirds vote required for consideration. (Gov. Code § 54954.2(b)(2))

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Any Board member who has a potential conflict of interest may now identify the item and recuse
themselves from discussion and voting on the matter. (FPPC §97105)

MINUTES

Approve Minutes of December 16, 2015 (carried over without prior discussion from the February
17, 2016, agenda)

(Informal meeting notes from the February 17, 2016, session, cancelled for lack for a quorum,
are available in the Board packet.)

CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed below will be approved in one motion unless removed from the Consent
Calendar for discussion:

Authorize Two-Year Extension of Lease with Bruce Negri for Cattle Grazing on a Portion of Ball
Ranch (carried over without prior discussion from the February 17, 2016, agenda)

Authorize Agreement with Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District for Administrative Support
and Office Space

DISCUSSION

Adopt Resolution 16-01 Expressing Appreciation to Jeffrey Single, PhD, California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, for Service on the San Joaquin River Conservancy Board (carried over from
the February 17, 2016, agenda)

Authorize Multi-Benefit Water Quality, Water Supply, Ecosystem and Watershed Protection and
Restoration Grants as Recommended by the Evaluation Panel: (carried over without prior
discussion from the February 17, 2016, agenda)

a. River Partners’ Proposal for Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Plan;

b. California Department of Water Resources’ Proposal for Milburn Pond Habitat
Restoration and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design; and

C. Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission, Local Conservation Corps’
Proposal for Weed Management and Job Creation Project

Approve Board Meeting Calendar for 2016 (carried over without prior discussion from the
February 17, 2016, agenda)

ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

The following oral reports are for informational purposes only, and may be accompanied by written
reports in the Board packet. No action of the Board is recommended.
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H-1

L.

Organizations

H-1a San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
H-1b RiverTree Volunteers

Deputy Attorney General

Executive Officer

Board Members’ Reports

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Public Comment:
Prior to convening in Executive Session, members of the public may address the Board on
Executive Session agenda items.

Government Code Section 54956.8

Consultation with real property negotiators concerning terms of negotiations, including price and
terms of payment.

Property: Miriam Vinnard Family Trust (Madera County, APN 049-062-002)
Negotiating Parties: Gerald Vinnard, Trustee, Miriam Vinnard Family Trust

Agency Negotiators: Melinda Marks, San Joaquin River Conservancy
Elizabeth Yokoyama, Wildlife Conservation Board

NOTICE OF BOARD, ADVISORY, AND PUBLIC MEETINGS

None.

NEXT BOARD MEETING DATE

Subject to Board approval of the recommended meeting calendar (Item G-3), the next
meeting of the Board will be held April 27, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. (Please note, an earlier start
time will be observed March through October.)

ADJOURN

Board meeting notices, agendas, and approved minutes are posted on the Conservancy’s website,
www.sjrc.ca.gov. For further information or if you need reasonable accommodation due to a disability,

please contact Rebecca Harris at (559) 253-7324 or Rebecca.Harris@sjrc.ca.gov.
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March 23, 2016 ltem: A-2

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy

Governing Board
FROM : Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer\&N\&IJ

SUBJECT:  Approve Rotation of Board Chairperson to Andreas Borgeas, Fresno County
Board of Supervisors, and Vice-Chair to Brett Frazier, Madera County Board of
Supervisors (carried over without prior discussion from the February 17, 20186,
agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board nominate and elect a new chairperson, Fresno County Supervisor
Andreas Borgeas, as provided for in the San Joaquin River Conservancy Act, and a vice-
chairperson, Madera County Supervisor Brett Frazier, each to serve a two-year term of office.

SUMMARY:

Chairperson
Section 32519 of the San Joaquin River Conservancy Act (Public Resources Code §§ 32500, et

seq.) provides that the office of chairperson of the Board shall rotate every two years among the City
of Fresno Mayor or designated councilmember, a member of the Madera County Board of
Supervisors, and a member of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors.

Fresno City Councilmember Steve Brandau served as chairperson during the period from January
2014 through the end of 2015.

In accordance with the San Joaquin River Conservancy Act, upon Board approval the office of
chairperson will rotate to Fresno County Supervisor Borgeas.

Vice Chairperson

The San Joaquin River Conservancy Act does not specify a vice-chairperson for the Board.
However, the Board has created the office of vice-chairperson, filled by the member who will rotate
into the position of chairperson in two years. Staff recommends the Board nominate and approve
Madera County Supervisor Frazier to serve as vice-chair.

Apeseatla

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

March 23, 2016
Agenda Item A-2
Page 1



SAN JOAQUIN

a

|l [\VEY , S

5469 E. Olive Avenue
Fresno, California 93727
Telephone (559) 253-7324
Fax (559) 456-3194

WWW.S{rc.ca.gov

GOVERNING BOARD

Steve Brandau, Chairperson
Councilmember, City of Fresno

Andreas Borgeas, Vice-Chairperson
Fresno County Board of Supervisors

Brett Frazier
Madera County Board of Supervisors

Derek Robinson
Councilmember, City of Madera

Barbara Goodwin, Director
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control
District

Carl Janzen, Director
Madera Irrigation District

Jeffrey Single, Sr. Policy Advisor
Department of Fish and Wildlife

Kent Gresham, Sector Superintendent
Department of Parks & Recreation

John Donnelly, Executive Director
Wildlife Conservation Board

Patrick Kemp, Assistant Secretary
Natural Resources Agency

Michael McKown, Designee
State Lands Commission

Eraina Ortega, Chief Deputy Director
Department of Finance

Bryn Forhan

Paul Gibson

Vacant

Citizen Representatives

Melinda S. Marks
Executive Officer

250.20

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor

Minutes

The San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board
Wednesday, December 16, 2015
Meeting Location:
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Board Room
5469 E. Olive Avenue, Fresno, CA 93727
and via phone conference:
Department of Finance
State Capitol, Room 1145
Acorn Conference Room
Sacramento, CA 95814

MEETING AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairperson Brandau called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m. and led
the pledge of allegiance.

A.

A-1

Ms. Marks reported that Ms. Dolph was not able to attend due to surgery

ROLL CALL

Welcome and swear-in new Board member, Cynthia “Cyndy”
Dolph, Madera County citizen representative

for an injury.

A-2

Roll Call

Name

Telecon- | Absent

ference

Present

Mr. Steve Brandau, Chair

Mr. Andreas Borgeas

Mr. Brett Frazier

Mr. Derek Robinson

Ms. Barbara Goodwin

Mr.

Carl Janzen

Mr.

John Baker

Mr.

Kent Gresham

Mr.

John Donnelly

Mr.

Patrick Kemp

X[ XXX [X] XX

Mr.

Michael McKown X

Ms. Karen Finn X

Ms. Bryn Forhan

Mr. Paul Gibson

x| x

Late

10:44




Ms. Harris confirmed that a quorum was present.

Legal Counsel Present: Mitchell Rishe, Deputy Attorney General

Staff Present: Melinda Marks, Executive Officer
Rebecca Harris, Staff Services Analyst

Heidi West, Program Manager, San Joaquin River Conservancy
Projects, Wildlife Conservation Board

B. PUBLIC COMMENT & BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

The first ten minutes of the meeting are reserved for members of the public who wish to address the
Conservancy Board on items of interest that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
Conservancy. Speakers shall be limited to three minutes. The Board is prohibited by law from
taking any action on matters discussed that are not on the agenda; no adverse conclusions should

be drawn if the Board does not respond to the public comment at this time.

Mr. Borgeas asked the Board members to consider measures that could streamline the meetings and
reduce the time required. There was a general discussion among Board members, with input from staff,

regarding the meeting times, schedule, and agenda format for the 2016 board meetings.

C. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

ltems identified after preparation of the agenda for which there is a need to take immediate action.

Two-thirds vote required for consideration. (Gov. Code § 54954.2(b)(2))

None.

D. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Any Board member who has a potential conflict of interest may now identify the item and recuse

themselves from discussion and voting on the matter. (FPPC §97105)
None.
E. MINUTES

E-1 Approve Minutes of October 21, 2015

It was moved by Mr. Janzen and seconded by Mr. Gibson to approve the minutes of October 21,
2015, as presented. The voting members unanimously passed the motion. Mr. Gresham abstained,

as he was not present during the October meeting.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Name Yes No Abstain

Mr. Steve Brandau
Mr. Andreas Borgeas
Mr. Derek Robinson
Mr. Carl Janzen

Mr. John Baker

Mr. Kent Gresham
Mr. John Donnelly
Mr. Patrick Kemp

Mr. Michael McKown

XIX|X| XX [X[X]|X
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Ms. Karen Finn
Ms. Bryn Forhan
Mr. Paul Gibson

XXX

F. CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed below will be approved in one motion unless removed from the Consent
Calendar for discussion:

F-1 Conveying the Conservancy Board’s Comment Letter Regarding the County of Fresno Friant
Corridor Land Use Feasibility Study, and Report on Fresno County Planning Commission Action

On inquiry from Mr. Borgeas, Ms. Marks reported that the Planning Commission, on a 6-1 vote, approved a
recommendation for the Board of Supervisors to reject the Friant Corridor Land Use Feasibility Study. This
was an informational item, and no action was taken.

G. DISCUSSION

G-1 Consider Approval of the Proposed River Vista Public Access and Bridge Remnants Demolition
Project

Receive Public Comments; Recommendation to Approve Resolution 15-07 Approving the Initial
Study and Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and Adopting the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Proposed Project; and Subsequently Approve the Proposed Project
(Funding to implement the project will be subject to a future Board action.)

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board provide the opportunity for public testimony regarding
potential environmental impacts of the proposed River Vista Public Access Project (proposed Project). After
considering the proposed Initial Study, final Mitigated Negative Declaration, and Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program (Attachment 1) for the proposed Project, written comments and responses to comments
(Attachment 2), and any testimony at today’s hearing, it is recommended the Board take the following
actions:

1. It is recommended the Board approve the final Mitigated Negative Declaration and adopt the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program through adoption of the attached Resolution 15-07 (Attachment 3).
It is further recommended the Board’s action amend the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
to include any additional measures the Board feels are necessary to mitigate or alleviate any concerns
raised through public testimony or Board discussion.

2. Following approval of the final Mitigated Negative Declaration and adoption of the Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program it is recommended the Board approve the proposed Project. (Funding to
implement the project will be subject to a future Board action.)

Ms. Marks summarized the recommended action: first, approval of the Resolution 15-07 for the Initial Study
and Final Mitigated Negative Declaration and adoption of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program,
and then taking the action to approve the proposed project. She explained that the Conservancy Board
authorized bond funds for the planning project. The County of Madera Planning Department provided the
professional services for planning, preliminary design, CEQA analyses, and public participation. The
proposed project will provide low-impact recreation improvements on a portion of the Conservancy’s 115-
acre River Vista parcel located on the Madera County side of the San Joaquin River at the Road 206 bridge.
The project will include an improved site entrance, small gravel parking area, shaded picnic structures, and
ancillary features to support public river access. Additional project features include a trail extending the
length of the project area along an existing gravel road for hiking and biking, and interpretive signage and
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observation areas overlooking the river to enhance learning opportunities of the site’s biological, cultural,
and geologic resources and history. The project will also involve the removal of derelict bridge remnants
within the San Joaquin River channel to improve visitor safety and facilitate safe recreational boating and
other recreational uses of the river. The concrete bridge remnants will be crushed and stockpiled onsite to
be used for future trail and access road gravel and disturbed areas will be replanted with appropriate native
plants.

Ms. Marks explained that the draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were distributed in
September 2015. The public comment period for the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration was from
September 5, 2015, through October 6, 2015. The Notice of Availability and Intent to Adopt a Mitigated
Negative Declaration was published in The Fresno Bee and The Madera Tribune on September 5, 2015.
The Notice and the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration were also posted on the Conservancy’s web
site. The Conservancy mailed notices to responsible and trustee agencies, and notices were emailed to
interested parties. Copies of the draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were distributed by
the State Clearinghouse to 16 agencies. During public review the Conservancy received comments from
three responsible and trustee agencies, one comment from the public, and one comment from the County of
Fresno. The comments and responses were included in the Board packet.

Ms. Marks stated that all potential impacts were mitigated to less than significant impact and none of the
commenters indicated that an EIR was necessary for this project.

Ms. Marks stated that, upon project approval, the Conservancy intended to secure a partner or a grantee to
demolish and crush the bridge remnants. For the long-term operations and maintenance of the property, the
Conservancy will work toward contracting with the Department of Parks and Recreation, Millerton Lake State
Recreation Area to provide the services, as funds allow. The Board would take action to approve funding for
the project at a future meeting.

Ms. Marks stated that prior to the Board taking action on the Initial Study and final Mitigated Negative
Declaration through approval of Resolution 15-07, the Board must consider the Initial Study, final Mitigated
Negative Declaration, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and any written comments received
during the public comment period. She noted that the Board shall provide an opportunity for public comment
at the meeting as well.

Ms. Goodwin arrived at 10:44 a.m.
Public Comments:

Ms. Sharon Weaver, Executive Director of the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust,
expressed their support for this proposed project. She asked the Board to consider looking into other
funding sources for the bridge demolition. Also, she asked if there was any consideration for doing a loop
trail rather than an out-and-back trail.

Mr. Richard Sloan, from RiverTree Volunteers, expressed excitement about the proposed project and the
removal of the bridge remnants. He supported the Parkway Trust's comment about the loop trail.

Board Comments:

Mr. Janzen mentioned that on page 20 of the study it refers to the field above River Vista as an almond
orchard, but it is a pistachio orchard. He noted that there should be a map that shows the whole River Vista
property not just the thin slice where the trail would be. He expressed support for the planned trail, as it
would provide the river access anglers and other users desire.
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On inquiry from Mr. Gibson about the location of the Conservancy’s Wagner rental property for a park
employee, Mr. Gresham reported that Road 206 separates the Wagner and River Vista properties. A State
Parks Peace Officer is living in the house located on the Wagner property. Mr. Gresham stated that
Millerton Lake State Recreation Area would be willing to operate and manage the River Vista property
through a contract with the Conservancy.

Mr. Janzen wondered if the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 grant funds could be used for demolition of the
bridge.

Ms. Marks stated that the plan focused on the out-and-back trail instead of a loop trail in order to align the
trail on the existing gravel road, which will be low-impact and have a minimal environmental footprint on the
property. The alignment avoids cultural resources scattered across the upper portion of the property. She
noted that between this property and the Madera canal there are pockets of privately owned property that
were retained by the original owner. When and if residential development occurs, we can add components
to this project to provide access to the neighborhood, and to minimize impacts of visitors on private
properties. It may be possible that the bridge demolition could be eligible for Proposition 1 funding; however,
it would be awhile before a Proposition 1 grant could be awarded. The key to feasibility and cost efficiency
will be to keep the project on track and demolish the bridge before salmon populations are reestablished.

On inquiry from Ms. Forhan, Ms. Marks reported that a realistic target for bridge demolition was summer
2017.

A motion to approve Resolution 15-07 for the Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program as recommended was made by Mr. Janzen, seconded
by Ms. Forhan, and unanimously passed by the Board.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Name Yes No Abstain

Mr. Steve Brandau
Mr. Andreas Borgeas
Mr. Derek Robinson
Ms. Barbara Goodwin
Mr. Carl Janzen

Mr. John Baker

Mr. Kent Gresham
Mr. John Donnelly
Mr. Patrick Kemp

Mr. Michael McKown
Ms. Karen Finn

Ms. Bryn Forhan

Mr. Paul Gibson

XXX XX XXX XXX | X | X

A motion to approve the proposed project as recommended was made by Ms. Forhan, seconded by
Mr. Gibson, and unanimously passed by the Board.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
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Name Yes No Abstain

Mr. Steve Brandau
Mr. Andreas Borgeas
Mr. Derek Robinson
Ms. Barbara Goodwin
Mr. Carl Janzen

Mr. John Baker

Mr. Kent Gresham
Mr. John Donnelly
Mr. Patrick Kemp

Mr. Michael McKown
Ms. Karen Finn

Ms. Bryn Forhan

Mr. Paul Gibson

< XK XXX XX X XX | X< | <

G-2  Presentation by River Partners on Progress and Planned Volunteer Activities at the Riverbottom
Park Site/Schneider Property Habitat Restoration Project

Staff Recommendation: This report is for informational purposes. No Board action is recommended.

Mr. Heyo Tjarks, Restoration Ecologist for River Partners, explained that River Partners, through
Conservancy funding, has developed an extensive revegetation plan for the City of Fresno’s Riverbottom
Park site and the Conservancy’s Schneider property. He noted that both of the properties would be planted
with habitats that are appropriate to the area and hydrology. Willow riparian scrub will be planted in the
lowest, wettest areas, Valley mixed riparian forest in the floodplain, and Valley oak woodland in the upland
areas. The habitat will be designed to have multi-species benefits. River Partners plans to plant over
26,000 native trees, shrubs, and grasses between the two properties. All of the plants are carefully plotted
and tagged so that volunteers can assist with planting.

Mr. Tjarks reported that public outreach has included a recent public workshop, and volunteers are being
recruited.

Board Comments:

On inquiry from Mr. Brandau, Mr. Tjarks reported that River Partners has reached out to the landowners who
live above the Riverbottom Park site.

On inquiry from Mr. Gibson, Ms. Marks reported that the public can access the area from the trail segment
operated by the City of Fresno and located on the backside of Riverside Golf Course. She stated that the
Schneider property is closed to the public until the Conservancy secures resources for operating and
maintaining it.

Mr. Brandau noted that the City of Fresno plans to post signage at the Riverbottom Park site, which will let
the public know what is allowed and what is not allowed.

Public Comment:

Mr. Richard Sloan, from RiverTree Volunteers, reported that over the last year homeless people have been
accessing the properties. He noted that for the Great Sierra Cleanup, River Partners filled up a dumpster
full of trash.
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G-3 Report on Sycamore Island Public Access and Recreation Services for 2015 Season from San
Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, Concessionaire

Staff Recommendation: This report is for informational purposes. No Board action is recommended.

Ms. Sharon Weaver, San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, noted that Sycamore Island
opened for the 2015 season on February 1 and concluded the season on November 11. In 2015, the park
served 9,441 visitors. The site was open Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and State holidays. School groups
from Madera and Fresno unified school districts have been regularly scheduling field trips. The Trust
collects a day-use fee of $9 per vehicle and $5 per boat trailer, and sells annual passes. These passes
could be purchased on the Trust's website for the 2016 session.

Ms. Weaver reported that the revenue nearly met the costs of operating the site, for the first time.

On inquiry from Mr. Janzen, Ms. Weaver reported that the Trust is considering setting up a system for
visitors to reserve the picnic shelters.

Ms. Marks noted that there was a significant increase in visitation even though the ponds were quite low due
to the drought.

G-4 Receive Report on Fresno County Measure “C” Trails Funds, “Ongoing Maintenance” Amendment,
and Applicability to Potential San Joaquin River Parkway Trail Projects Funded through
Conservancy Bond Funds (carried over from the October 2015 meeting)

Staff Recommendation: This report is for informational purposes. No Board action is recommended.

Ms. Marks reviewed the eligibility criteria for the Measure C trails maintenance funds as detailed in the staff
report. The funds are only available within Fresno County, and the policy has a one year trial period that
expires in February 2016. The funds are allocated to local agencies. The Conservancy could collaborate
with the City of Fresno or the County of Fresno, by granting Conservancy funds to construct trails, and then
the local agencies could use Measure C funds to operate and maintain the trails. The Measure C operation
and maintenance funding is available for only the first 5 years for a new trail, and is not available to operate
and maintain ancillary facilities such as parking/staging areas. The maximum is $10,000 per mile per year
for five years. She noted that there are two examples of the possible Parkway trail opportunities in the staff
report.

Board Comments:

On inquiry from Mr. Borgeas, Ms. Marks reported that the Measure C funds are allocated to local agencies;
the Conservancy is not an eligible recipient.

Ms. Goodwin noted that all these types of transportation funds go to specific public entities throughout the
State.

Mr. Borgeas suggested the Conservancy could make a pitch to secure Measure C funds for operations and
maintenance of Parkway trails.

Ms. Goodwin stated that if the Conservancy, City and County worked together on this, such a proposal
would have more strength.

Mr. Janzen expressed discouragement over the reported costs to maintain a mile of trail for one year (more
than $10,000). He noted that the cost does not include the construction of the trail.
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H. ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

H-1 Organizations
H-1a San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust

Ms. Weaver provided copies of the Parkway Trust's fall newsletter. She noted that a group of
students developed and worked on the kiosk located at the River Center and invited the Board to
come visit.

H-1b  RiverTree Volunteers

Mr. Sloan reported on the recent activities of River Tree Volunteers. They  collaborated with the
Fresno Kayak Club and took 45 people down the river. He  also mentioned that the Bald eagles
are back on the river for the winter.

H-2 Deputy Attorney General
None.
H-3  Executive Officer

Ms. Marks reported that Joshua Morgan has taken another job—a promotion—with the Wildlife
Conservation Board (WCB). She reported that many partner agencies and their staff members are very
busy working on Conservancy projects. There has been a lot of work by WCB staff to secure approval of
Ball Ranch project, which was approved by WCB in November and is being processed for final approval by
the Department of General Services. The WCB and Department of Water Resources (DWR) also put in a
large amount of work to secure approval of the Fish Hatchery Project augmentation. The Jenco property
purchase has closed and the family very happy about that. She noted that she has been working with the
State Lands Commission on the lease for the Gravel Pit 46e project, and all the permit application work by
DWR for that project is ongoing.

Ms. Marks noted that the Conservancy received three Proposition 1 grant proposals. Conservancy staff and
an evaluation panel will be reviewing those proposals in accordance with the criteria in the grant guidelines
and will bring recommendations to the Board for their approval. She reported the Board has two new
members, Cyndy Dolph, citizen representative for Madera County, and Julie Vance, who is the new regional
manager for the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

H-4 Board Members’ Reports

There was a general discussion among Board members and staff regarding Mr. Borgeas’ report of a
meeting with Mr. Russell Smith. Mr. Smith requested his property be removed from the River West Fresno,
Eaton Trail Extension Environmental Impact Report study of access alternatives. After a brief discussion,
the Board directed staff to continue with the review of all five alternatives, so that the analysis in the report
would inform their deliberations.

L EXECUTIVE SESSION

Public Comment:
Prior to convening in Executive Session, members of the public may address the Board on
Executive Session agenda items.
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I-1 Government Code Section 54956.8
Consultation with real property negotiators concerning terms of negotiations, including price and
terms of payment: Authorize a Nominal Realignment of a Conservancy-Held Public Access
Easement.

Property: Bellezze Naturali (road easement on Fresno County, APN 300-250-25)
Negotiating Parties:  Brent McCaffrey, President, Bellezze Naturali, L.L.C.

Agency Negotiators: Melinda Marks, San Joaquin River Conservancy
Michael Crow, Attorney General's Office

-2 Government Code Section 54956.8
Consultation with real property negotiators concerning terms of negotiations, including price and
terms of payment: Authorization to Appraise and Negotiate a Conservation Easement

Property: Fresno County Sportsmen’s Club (Fresno County, APN 576-010-07)

Negotiating Parties:  Sharon Weaver, San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust
Nick Maxwell, President, Fresno County Sportsmen’s Club

Agency Negotiators:  Melinda Marks, San Joaquin River Conservancy

Mr. Rishe reported out of Executive Session that with regard to item I-1, the Board authorized staff to
take action for a nominal realignment of the Conservancy’s easement. With regard to item I-2, the
Board gave direction to staff.

J. NOTICE OF BOARD, ADVISORY, AND PUBLIC MEETINGS

None.

K. NEXT BOARD MEETING DATE
The next meeting of the Board will be held January 20, at 10:30 a.m. (Please note a later start
time is observed November through February.)

L. ADJOURN
Chairperson Brandau adjourned the meeting at approximately 12:28 p.m.
Board meeting notices, agendas, and approved minutes are posted on the Conservancy’s website,

www.sjrc.ca.qov. For further information or if you need reasonable accommodation due to a disability,
please contact Rebecca Harris at (559) 253-7324 or Rebecca.Harris@sjrc.ca.gov

Respectfully submitted,

L el b

Mefinda S. Marks, Executive Officer
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Informal Meeting Notes

The San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Meeting Location:
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Board Room
5469 E. Olive Avenue, Fresno, CA 93727
and via phone conference:
California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Ste. 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

This meeting was not officially convened due to the lack of a quorum;
the action items on this agenda were carried over into the March
meeting. During the meeting, the attending Board members
entertained the informational, non-action items. These notes
summarize the meeting, but are not intended to be formal
minutes or be considered by the Board for approval.

During the meeting there was a discussion among the Board and
legal counsel regarding the Brown Act’s requirements for a quorum.
Mr. Crow advised the Board that, even when members participate via
teleconferencing, the Act requires at least eight Board members (a
majority of the members) to participate from locations that are within
the boundaries over which the Board exercises jurisdiction; therefore
a quorum was not achieved for the meeting. The Board requested
Mr. Crow to provide written guidance regarding the Brown Act’s
quorum requirements relative to teleconferencing.

The following Board members were in attendance:

Name Present | Telecon- | Absent | Late
ference

Mr. Steve Brandau, Chair X

Mr. Andreas Borgeas X

Mr. Brett Frazier X

Mr. Derek Robinson X

Ms. Barbara Goodwin X

Mr. Carl Janzen X

Mr. John Baker X

Mr. Kent Gresham X

Mr. John Donnelly X

Mr. Patrick Kemp X

Mr. Michael McKown X

Ms. Eraina Ortega X




Ms. Bryn Forhan X

Mr. Paul Gibson X

Ms. Cynthia Dolph X

Legal Counsel Present: Michael Crow, Deputy Attorney General

Staff Present: Melinda Marks, Executive Officer
Rebecca Harris, Staff Services Analyst
Heidi West, Program Manager, San Joaquin River Conservancy Projects, Wildlife
Conservation Board

A-1  Welcome and swear-in new Board members, Cynthia “Cyndy” Dolph, Madera County citizen
representative, and Julie Vance, California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Vice-Chairperson Borgeas welcomed Ms. Dolph to the Conservancy Governing Board. She mentioned
that in the mid 1980’s, she was part of a group that met in downtown Fresno to discuss the concept of a
parkway along the river. She stated she was pleased about the progress and happy to be involved
again. Ms. Dolph had completed her oath of office prior to the meeting.

Mr. Baker, who is the alternate for Ms. Julie Vance, mentioned that they both have regularly scheduled
management meetings in Sacramento on the third Wednesdays of each month, and the new proposed
schedule will help them both out on attending future meetings.

A-3  Approve Rotation of Board Chairperson to Andreas Borgeas, Fresno County Board of
Supervisors, and Vice-Chair to Brett Frazier, Madera County Board of Supervisors

This item was carried over to the next month’s Board meeting.

B. PUBLIC COMMENT & BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
The first ten minutes of the meeting are reserved for members of the public who wish to address
the Conservancy Board on items of interest that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of
the Conservancy. Speakers shall be limited to three minutes. The Board is prohibited by law
from taking any action on matters discussed that are not on the agenda; no adverse conclusions
should be drawn if the Board does not respond to the public comment at this time.

Mr. Radley Reep, a resident of Fresno, inquired about having the board packet available on the
website.

Mr. Janzen mentioned that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation plans to release water from Friant Dam for
the next six to seven months to get water down to the Mendota pool. He noted that the contractors on
the east side would not have any allotment to the water out of Friant. The increased flows will be going
to the exchange contractors down the river.

Mr. Gibson mentioned that he had spent time on the Tom MacMichael Sr. Loop Trail on the
Conservancy’s Jensen River Ranch property over Presidents’ Day. Many people were on the trail.

C. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
Items identified after preparation of the agenda for which there is a need to take immediate
action. Two-thirds vote required for consideration. (Gov. Code § 54954.2(b)(2))

None.
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D. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Any Board member who has a potential conflict of interest may now identify the item and recuse
themselves from discussion and voting on the matter. (FPPC §97105)

None.
E. MINUTES
E-1  Approve Minutes of December 16, 2015

This item was carried over to the next month’s Board meeting.
F. CONSENT CALENDAR

All items listed below will be approved in one motion unless removed from the Consent
Calendar for discussion:

F-1 Reminder to File Statements of Economic Interest and Complete Biennial Ethics Training, Due
April 1, 2016

Staff Recommendation: This report is provided for informational purposes. No Board action is
recommended.

F-2  Authorize Two-Year Extension of Lease with Bruce Negri for Cattle Grazing on a Portion of Ball
Ranch

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board authorize a two-year extension of the Ball Ranch
grazing lease with Mr. Bruce Negri, extending the lease termination date to March 31, 2018, as allowed in
the lease agreement, with all other terms and conditions to remain the same.

Item F-2 (an action item) was carried over to the next month’s Board meeting.
G. DISCUSSION

G-1  Adopt Resolution 16-01 Expressing Appreciation to Jeffrey Single, PhD, California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, for Service on the San Joaquin River Conservancy Board

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended that the Board recognize and honor the valuable service
and contributions to the San Joaquin River Parkway and to the Conservancy of Jeffrey Single,
Senior Policy Advisor for the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), by adopting Resolution of
Appreciation 16-01.

The Board members made remarks commending Dr. Single’s service on the Board and to the Parkway,
noting his many years of service, his commitment, and his valuable contributions to the Board’s
decision-making. Dr. Single remarked on the positive work of the Board and the importance of the
Parkway to the community and to conservation of the river’s natural resources.

The Board held-over approval of the Resolution to the next month’s Board meeting.

G-2  Presentation by the County of Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning on Progress
and Pending Construction of the Lost Lake Park Campground Improvement Project
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Staff Recommendation: This report is for informational purposes. No Board action is recommended.

Mr. David Chavez, manager for Fresno County Parks, provided an update on the Lost Lake Park
Campground Improvement Project, a grant project funded by the Conservancy in cooperation with the
Wildlife Conservation Board.

Mr. Chavez reported that County staff has removed old picnic tables, concrete pads, and an old shade
structure along the river. He stated that the County will be able deliver the construction portion of the
project on budget and on time this summer. The improvements to the campgrounds include more stalls
for camping and RVs, stalls that are ADA compatible, a new restroom, and a new shade structure. The
County plans to open the bidding for this project on March 24 and award the contract on April 26. It will
go to the Board of Supervisors for consideration. A notice to proceed will be issued on June 14 and the
project will be completed by October 15. The campgrounds at Lost Lake Park should reopen in mid-
November of this year.

There was no further discussion. This was an informational item and no action was recommended.

G-4  Authorize Multi-Benefit Water Quality, Water Supply, Ecosystem and Watershed Protection and
Restoration Grants as Recommended by the Evaluation Panel:

Staff Recommendation: This staff report provides an overview of the grant application process and
recommendations. It is recommended the Board consider separately Agenda Items G-4 a, b, and c,
and approve the recommendations by the evaluation panel to authorize in total $1,425,979 in
Proposition 1 (2014) bond funds and grant agreements as follows:
a) River Partners, Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Plan, for $28,045;
b) California Department of Water Resources, Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration and Public
Access Improvements Planning and Design, for $438,000; and
c) Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission, Local Conservation Corps, Weed
Management and Job Creation Project, for $959,934.
Upon Board approval, the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) will be requested to approve the grants
at their May 2016 meeting.

a. River Partners’ Proposal for Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Plan;

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board approve $28,045 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond
funds and a grant agreement with the River Partners to implement the Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration
Planning Project. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) authorization would be requested at their May
2016 meeting.

b. California Department of Water Resources’ Proposal for Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration
and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design; and

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board approve $438,000 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond
funds and a grant agreement with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to implement
the Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design Project for
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) property. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB)
authorization would be requested at their May 2016 meeting.

c. Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission, Local Conservation Corps’
Proposal for Weed Management and Job Creation Project
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Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board approve $959,934 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond
funds and a grant agreement with the Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission Local Conservation
Corps (Fresno LCC) to implement the Weed Management and Job Creation Project on State-owned
and other public properties. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) authorization would be requested at
their May 2016 meeting.

These items were carried over to the next month’s Board meeting.

G-5 Approve Board Meeting Calendar for 2016

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended the Board approve the calendar for the regular meetings
scheduled for January through December 2016.

Ms. Marks reported that the Board members were polled to find out which Wednesday was available for
the greatest number of members. The fourth Wednesday of the month was the preferred day, except
for the months of November and December. She noted that one member has recurring conflicts on the
third Wednesdays.

Mr. Borgeas asked staff to schedule the March meeting for the fourth Wednesday as indicated in the
Agenda.

This item was carried over to the next month’s Board meeting.
H. ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

The following oral reports are for informational purposes only, and may be accompanied by written
reports in the Board packet. No action of the Board is recommended.

H-1  Organizations
H-1a San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust

Ms. Sharon Weaver, Executive Director, reported that this year’s opening of Sycamore Island
was a big hit. She noted that the first car to arrive at the site got there at 3:00 a.m., waiting for the 6:00
a.m. opening.

H-1b RiverTree Volunteers

Mr. Sloan reported on RiverTree Volunteers’ activities, such as pulling out 69 tires from the
river, and noted that gold miners are undermining the oak trees at the River Vista property.

H-2  Deputy Attorney General

Mr. Crow informed the Board that Ms. Marks had her deposition taken on Tuesday, February 16, for a
case in the Madera County Superior Court. The case involves a dispute between Mr. Jim Cobb and
Panoche Creek Ranch over commercial activities on their property. The Conservancy is not a party,
does not have a role in this case, and has no jurisdiction over the property.
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H-3 Executive Officer

Ms. Marks provided a brief update on Governor’s proposed budget for the Conservancy. Each year the
Conservancy generally receives a status quo budget. The Environmental License Plate Fund funds the
main support budget, including two positions to perform the functions of the Conservancy. Propositions
40 and 84 fund one position at the Conservancy and one at Wildlife Conservation Board to deliver the
bond fund program. The budget includes some funds out of the San Joaquin River Conservancy Fund,
which is where all the long-term lease revenue is deposited and a portion is used for fundamental
property management. This year the Governor’s proposed budget would also provide the Conservancy
with $200,000 to be used toward deferred maintenance projects. She noted that there is an
unexpended balance of $32.8 million in bond funds, including Proposition 1 bond funds.

On inquiry from Mr. Janzen, Ms. Marks reported that that Conservancy has unexpended bond funds in
Proposition 40 and 80, as well as Proposition1. Within each act, there is a certain amount that may be
spent on program delivery staffing. Mr. Janzen also inquired about filling the vacant position. Ms.
Marks stated that the paperwork for the vacant position has been submitted to Sacramento
headquarters.

H-4  Board Members’ Reports
. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Public Comment:

Prior to convening in Executive Session, members of the public may address the Board on
Executive Session agenda items.

None.

J. NOTICE OF BOARD, ADVISORY, AND PUBLIC MEETINGS

None.

K. NEXT BOARD MEETING DATE
The next meeting will be held March 23, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. (Please note, an earlier start
time will be observed March through October.)

L. ADJOURN
Mr. Borgeas adjourned the informal meeting at approximately 11:18 a.m.
Board meeting notices, agendas, and approved minutes are posted on the Conservancy’s website,

www.sjrc.ca.qgov. For further information or if you need reasonable accommodation due to a disability,
please contact Rebecca Harris at (559) 253-7324 or Rebecca.Harris@sjrc.ca.gov.
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SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY

Agenda Item
Item: F-1
March 23, 2016
TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy
Governing Board W
FROM : Melinda S. Marks, Executive Ofﬁcer\/

SUBJECT: Authorize Two-Year Extension of Lease with Bruce Negri for Cattle Grazing on
a Portion of Ball Ranch (carried over without prior discussion from the
February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board authorize a two-year extension of the Ball Ranch grazing lease with
Mr. Bruce Negri, extending the lease termination date to March 31, 2018, as allowed in the lease
agreement, with all other terms and conditions to remain the same.

SUMMARY:

March 7, 2011, the Conservancy entered into a five-year lease with Mr. Negri to graze cattle on a
portion of Ball Ranch. The lease expires in March 2016. Mr. Negri has requested a two-year
extension as provided for in the lease.

In 2010 the Conservancy released a Request for Proposals to graze a fenced 90-acre area of Ball
Ranch. Mr. Negri submitted the only proposal and has been cooperatively grazing the property for
five years. Mr. Negri is an experienced rancher and has other lease agreements with government
agencies in Fresno and Madera counties.

Mr. Negri grazes between nine to ten cattle year-round on the property, as water and vegetation
allow. This number of cattle is suitable for the enclosed area. At times when vegetation is sparse or
water is not available in the on-site ponds, Mr. Negri moves his stock to other properties.

Mr. Negri makes lease payments to the Conservancy of $1,800 annually. The Conservancy benefits
from the increased presence on the property and weed abatement on the access road. Light
grazing helps control invasive weeds. The residual vegetation has been properly maintained; there
is no indication of over-grazing. Prior to bringing cattle to the property, Mr. Negri made necessary
repairs to the perimeter fencing and installed permanent fencing to protect vulnerable trees that were
planted by Tree Fresno; his costs were credited against the lease payments.

The Conservancy has received great cooperation and communication from Mr. Negri. No
complaints have been received about his operations. No other persons have indicated an interest in
leasing the property for grazing. The lease allows the Conservancy to terminate the lease at any
time if the property is needed for other Conservancy or Parkway purposes.

March 23, 2016
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Item F-2
March 23, 2016
TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board

FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer |

SUBJECT: Authorize Agreement with Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District for
Administrative Support and Office Space

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board authorize an agreement with the Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District commencing in May 2016 and extending through August 31, 2017, providing
reimbursement to the District for utilities and janitorial costs associated with the Conservancy’s
occupancy of three office spaces, hourly administrative and technical support services, and
other direct costs.

SUMMARY:

The District has provided office space, the use of office equipment, and administrative and
technical support services to the Conservancy since 2000. Staff time for administrative and
technical support, utilities, janitorial services, and direct costs for faxes, copy machines, the
postage meter, and phones are charged at cost. All are critical to the performance of essential
Conservancy services. The current agreement for $18,000, executed in summer 2014, will be
fully expended within the next couple of months.

It is recommended the Board approve a new agreement totaling approximately $18,000 and
commencing this summer. The agreement will continue until all of the funds are spent, in the
range of twelve to sixteen months. The new agreement is subject to the approval of the
District’s Board and will be presented at an April meeting.

DISCUSSION:

The existing utilities and administrative support agreement provides for the use of three offices
for a total of $200 per month to cover the incremental janitorial and utilities costs incurred by the
District to provide use of available space. Due to increased costs for janitorial services and
utilities, the monthly rate is expected to increase slightly. The use of copy machines, postage
meter, fax, phones, long distance service, and extraordinary janitorial services are at cost, plus
10% to cover administrative overhead.

The agreement provides reimbursement to the District for administrative and technical support
services at the rate of hourly wages including benefits, plus 10% overhead. Hourly support
services have included office assistance, layout and graphics, mapping, computer trouble-
shooting, occasional field assistance, and other requested services.

March 23, 2016
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The agreement will identify the new monthly rate, as determined by District accounting. The
amount funded by the proposed agreement allows for a reasonable adjustment in the District
rate to cover increased costs. There are sufficient funds for the agreement available in the
Conservancy’s main support budget.

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District has been generous in extending to the Conservancy
available office space, excellent office equipment, and supplemental staff resources at a
nominal cost. The location provides a close working relationship with this member agency and
has been invaluable to the small staff and resources of the Conservancy, as it has excellent
map resources, meeting facilities, and advisory expertise. The agreements provide for efficient
use of taxpayers’ dollars.

The Conservancy thanks the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District for its assistance and
technical support. Both the District’'s material support and collaboration with the Conservancy to
develop the Parkway and efficiently serve the public are very much appreciated.

Fbueatan

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

March 23, 2016
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March 23, 2016

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy

Governing Board ‘
FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Ofﬁcerw

SUBJECT: Adopt Resolution 16-01 Expressing Appreciation to Jeffrey Single, PhD,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, for Service on the San Joaquin
River Conservancy Board (carried over without prior discussion from the
February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board recognize and honor the valuable service and contributions to
the San Joaquin River Parkway and to the Conservancy of Jeffrey Single, Senior Policy
Advisor for the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), by adopting Resolution of Appreciation
16-01.

SUMMARY:

Dr. Single served as the DFW representative on the Board from January 2009 through
December 2015. During his seven years on the Board, and for approximately nine years prior
to 2009 when he actively guided and participated in various Conservancy planning projects,
he has been instrumental in the development of Parkway policies to conserve and restore
wildlife habitat, while advancing public access for low impact recreation and education. During
his term on the Board, many important projects have been approved and implemented, including:
Phase 2 of the Jensen River Ranch Habitat Enhancement and Public Access Project; habitat
restoration projects at River West, Schneider, and the Riverbottom Park site; acquisition of the
Jenco property; the River Vista public access plan; public access improvements at Sycamore
Island; and the Gravel Pit Isolation and Floodplain Restoration Project in cooperation with the San
Joaquin River Restoration Program.

Dr. Single was on the team of three authors of the “San Joaquin River Parkway Proposal”
(2001), an analysis of the capital and operations costs necessary to develop the Parkway,
which was presented to the California Senate Agriculture and Water Resources Committee at
an informational hearing on November 14, 2002. This analysis continues to provide the
foundation for Parkway capital outlay planning to this day.

Dr. Single supervised the policies and management of DFW lands within the Parkway
planning area. Under his leadership, DFW made major strides to improve recreational and
educational facilities and services at the San Joaquin Fish Hatchery. The Small Fry Trail
project was completed last fall. The Conservancy-funded Fish Hatchery Visitor Improvement
Project went to bid in December 2015. The Salmon Conservation and Research Facility will
also soon be part of the facilities at the hatchery.

March 23, 2016
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Dr. Single and DFW staff have been active participants in the Conservancy’s Interagency Project
Development Committee, and he has served on the Parkway Master Plan Update Technical
Advisory Committee. He has been involved in collaborations with the San Joaquin River Parkway
and Conservation Trust, Sierra Foothills Conservancy, and other local and national conservation
organizations.

Dr. Single has a doctorate in Terrestrial Vertebrate Zoology from Southern lllinois University,
Carbondale. His interest in how people interact with the natural environment around them has
led him to work on issues associated with urban wildlife ecosystems, impacts of water
management on fisheries, and resource management in highly changeable human-influenced
environments. His career includes work for the Kings River Conservation District, California
State University Fresno, and private consulting, as well as State service. His work to advance
sound conservation and resource management practices has involved interaction with local
governments, public agencies, and private parties in agriculture, urban development, the oil
and gas industry, energy, and transportation, spanning twelve counties. He currently serves
the public as Senior Policy Advisor within DFW, involved in the San Joaquin River Restoration
Program and other important wildlife and natural resource management initiatives.

As he leaves the Board, it is appropriate for the Board to recognize his extraordinary
contributions through adoption of the attached resolution, a signed version of which will be
presented and framed.

Attachment: Resolution 16-01

March 23, 2016
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SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY
Resolution 16-01

Resolution Expressing Appreciation for Jeffrey Single’s
Service to the San Joaquin River Conservancy

WHEREAS, Dr. Jeffrey Single, has served with integrity, commitment, sound judgment,
and expertise as the representative of the State of California, Department of Fish and Wildlife on
the Board of the San Joaquin River Conservancy from 2009 through 2015; and

WHEREAS, for more than fifteen years Dr. Single has been involved in guiding San
Joaquin River Parkway plans, policies, and projects, including as a primary contributor to the
2001 planning proposal that remains the foundation for capital outlay and operations planning to
this day; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Single seeks to improve understanding and appreciation of the value of
wildlife and natural habitats; engage with agencies and organizations to create conservation
projects that are meaningful at the local level, and beneficial to conservation at the large scale;
and pursue cooperative solutions in developing policies and implementing Parkway projects on
behalf of the Conservancy; and

WHEREAS, during Dr. Single’s term on the Board, many important projects have been
approved and implemented, including: Phase 2 of the Jensen River Ranch Habitat
Enhancement and Public Access Project; habitat restoration projects at River West, Schneider,
and the Riverbottom Park site; acquisition of the Jenco property; the River Vista public access
plan; public access improvements at Sycamore Island; and the Gravel Pit Isolation and
Floodplain Restoration Project in cooperation with the San Joaquin River Restoration Program.
Further, recreational and educational facilities and services at the San Joaquin Fish Hatchery
are being implemented, including the Small Fry Trail, the Conservancy-funded Visitor
Improvement Project, and the Salmon Conservation and Research Facility; and

WHEREAS, the Conservancy has greatly benefited from Dr. Single’s efforts to fully
consider the needs and purposes of all stakeholders, and attain mutually beneficial outcomes,
before deciding on a course of action.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the San Joaquin River Conservancy
expresses its most sincere gratitude and appreciation to Jeffrey Single and hereby honors him
for his dedicated service as a member of the Conservancy Board.

Andreas Borgeas, Chairperson

Passed and unanimously adopted by S A N J O A Q U I N

San Joaquin River Conservancy Board on
March 23, 2016

Attest: | F lm‘*

Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer R ‘ R CONSERVANCY
STA
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March 23, 2016

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy

Governing Board
FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Ofﬁcew

SUBJECT: Authorize Multi-Benefit Water Quality, Water Supply, Ecosystem and
Watershed Protection and Restoration Grants as Recommended by the
Evaluation Panel:

a. River Partners’ Proposal for Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Plan;

b. California Department of Water Resources’ Proposal for Milburn
Pond Habitat Restoration and Public Access Improvements
Planning and Design; and

C. Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission Local
Conservation Corps’ Proposal for Weed Management and Job
Creation Project

(carried over without prior discussion from the February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:
This staff report provides an overview of the grant application process and recommendations. [t
is recommended the Board consider separately Agenda Items G-4 a, b, and c, and approve the
recommendations by the evaluation panel to authorize in total $1,425,979 in Proposition 1
(2014) bond funds and grant agreements as follows:

a. River Partners, Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Plan, for $28,045;

b. California Department of Water Resources, Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration
and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design, for $438,000; and
C. Fresno County Economic Opportunities Commission, Local Conservation Corps,

Weed Management and Job Creation Project, for $959,934.
Upon Board approval, the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) will be requested to approve the
grants at their May 2016 meeting.

SUMMARY:

The grant awards recommended by the evaluation panel are the result of the competitive
application and evaluation process contained in the Grant Guidelines and Proposal Solicitation
Package (PSP) approved by the Board. The solicitation, evaluation process, and funding
implications are described in the Discussion section. Agenda items G-4 a, b, and ¢ provide
details regarding each proposal, evaluation, and recommendation.

March 23, 2016
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DISCUSSION:

The Water Quality, Water Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) is
a $7.5 billion water bond to improve water quality, water supplies, and restore natural watershed
features in California. The total amount of funding authorized in the Proposition 1 for the San
Joaquin River Conservancy’s watershed protection and restoration grant program is $10 million,
of which a maximum of ten percent ($1.0 million) may be expended on planning projects. The
adopted 2015-2016 budget includes a first-year appropriation of $2.8 million for Conservancy
grants.

The Conservancy solicited grant proposals with the release of the PSP on September 2, 2015.
The PSP was made available on the Conservancy website, www.sjrc.ca.gov. The Conservancy
mailed solicitation notices to 42 agencies and interested parties; and another 106 notices were
sent to interested parties in the form of an email. Conservancy staff hosted a public workshop
on September 16, 2015, to explain the grant application requirements and to answer questions.
Three months, through December 2, 2015, were provided between the release of the PSP and
the deadline for submitting the application.

The Conservancy received three grant proposals. Conservancy staff reviewed each of the
proposals and determined that all three were eligible and complete. Below is summary chart of
the three proposals:

G-4a G-4b G-4c
. . . Weed Management
Title of Project Ball Ranph Habitat Milburn |_=’ond Planning and Job Creation
Restoration Plan and Design .
Project
Fresno Economic
. Department of Water Opportunities
Applicant SIVer Pgrtners, a Resources, a state Commission, Local
nonprofit org. :
agency Conservation Corps,
a nonprofit org.
Amount
Requested $28,045 $488,000 $959,934
Average
Evaluation Panel 85 81 82
Scores
$438,000*
On recommendation of the
Amount evaluation panel, DWR
$28,045 reduced their request by $959,934
Recommended $50,000 by increasing the
contribution from another
funding source

All three-grant proposals were evaluated and scored by the Evaluation Panel, which consisted
of John Shelton from Department of Fish and Wildlife, Randy Collins from State Lands
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Commission, Heidi West from Wildlife Conservation Board, and Conservancy staff. The review
panel individually scored the proposals in accordance with criteria and scoring in the PSP.
Following the completion of the review and scoring of all the proposals, the Evaluation Panel
convened to compile scores and evaluation notes; deliberate; rank and prioritize proposals; and
develop award/funding recommendations to the Board. The panel identified clarifications and
requests for the applicants; Conservancy staff followed-up to receive the supplemental
information from each applicant, and then final scores and recommendations were provided by
each panel member.

The Evaluation Panel scored the proposals strongly, as shown in the table above, and arrived at
a consensus to recommendation to the Board to fund all three grants. Please see agenda items
G-4 a, b, and c for the panel’'s recommendations and a description of each proposal and its
merits, and Attachment 1, a CD containing all proposals in their entirety.

The Conservancy appreciates the valuable services these organizations are providing to
support the Parkway, and appreciates the contribution of Mr. Shelton, Mr. Collins, and Ms. West
as part of the evaluation panel.

A summary of Proposition 1 funding for this grant cycle follows:

Statewide and Program Delivery Cost Set-Asides $700,000
Maximum Available for Planning Projects $1,000,000
Available for Implementation Projects $8,300,000
Funding Authorized by Voters for Conservancy $10,000,000
Total FY 2015/26 Appropriation $2,800,000
Less Grants Recommended For Planning Projects -$466,045
Less Grants Recommended for Implementation

Projects -5959,934
Carryover to Next Grant Cycle $1,374,021
Total Balance Available for Planning $533,955
Total Balance Available for Projects $7,340,066

If the Conservancy does not award all funds appropriated this fiscal year, the money will remain
available. The appropriation provides three years to encumber the funds. Aithough the
recommended action will diminish the allocation for planning activities, planning is a necessary
and important first phase for this new Proposition 1 watershed protection and restoration
initiative.

ool

Rebecca Harris, Staff Services Analyst
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TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board

FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Office‘\M/

SUBJECT: Authorize Bond Funds and Grant to River Partners for the Ball Ranch Habitat
Restoration Plan (carried over without prior discussion from the February 17,
2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board approve $28,045 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond funds and a grant
agreement with the River Partners to implement the Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Planning
Project. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) authorization would be requested at their May
2016 meeting.

SUMMARY:

River Partners’ Ball Ranch habitat restoration planning proposal is among the Multi-Benefit
Ecosystem and Watershed Protection and Restoration competitive grants recommended by the
Evaluation Panel.

The Conservancy-owned Parkway property, Ball Ranch, contains significant habitat diversity
including mixed riparian forest, valley oak riparian forest, valley oak woodland, willow scrub,
non-native grasslands, freshwater marsh, and artificial open water ponds. It has significant
wildlife values, including a resident deer population and a wide array of bird species. However,
the site’s natural resource values have been degraded by past gravel mining and invasive
species. The property provides the opportunity for a large-scale habitat restoration project that
would provide multiple benefits to both the ecosystem and local community. The proposed
planning project is timely, as it will inform the Conservancy as it proceeds with public access
and recreation planning for the property.

With the funding requested, River Partners will provide an ecological assessment and
restoration plan that will serve as a guide for future restoration and public access
implementation projects on Ball Ranch. One goal of the planning project is to incorporate local
and regional stakeholder issues into plans for habitat and associated wildlife improvements.
River Partners will provide in-depth analysis of land use history including soil types, depth to the
water table, topography, and hydrology, that will affect potential restoration projects. Also, River
Partners will identify habitat restoration at Ball Ranch that would benefit state and federally
listed species.

River Partners will draw on 18 years of experience developing riparian habitat restoration
projects to determine designs that will provide the best possible benefits to the San Joaquin
River ecosystem. This will include suggested plant associations, plant density, and species
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ratios that will provide suitable habitat for listed wildlife species. The detailed project proposal,
maps, and line item budget were provided in last month's board packet on a CD.

In summary, the Evaluation Panel recommends awarding the grant for the following reasons:

e Advanced habitat restoration planning for Ball Ranch has been among the
Conservancy’s documented project needs since the time the Ball Ranch Master
Development Plan was accepted by the Board in 2005;

e The proposed project includes a scientific assessment of habitat values and needs, and
stakeholder and public outreach, which were not included in the previous planning
effort;

e The proposed project is low-cost and a good value, given the technical expertise of the
River Partners team and their science-based approach to habitat improvement; and

e The project will inform pending Ball Ranch public access planning to ensure appropriate
consideration of natural resource values and opportunities for habitat enhancements.

DISCUSSION:

Eligibility

River Partners is a non-profit organization and their proposed project is located within the
Conservancy’s planning jurisdiction. Their proposed project meets the intent and purposes of
Proposition 1 and is consistent with the Conservancy’s mission and the San Joaquin River
Parkway Master Plan, and is an eligible use of Conservancy Proposition 1 bond funds.

Scope of Work and Schedule

River Partners intends to distribute a draft plan within two months of the contract execution, with
a final delivery date within four months. Additional time will be provided in the grant agreement
to allow for delays due to environmental conditions and ensure seasonal conditions can be
assessed.

River Partners will analyze the following environmental indicators:

e Soil types: Identifying soil types across the project area and in-depth investigation at
several locations on-site will allow for a realistic assessment of planting communities that
could be effectively established at specific locations.

e Habitat Suitability: Existing habitat will be analyzed to determine whether it meets the
requirements to support target wildlife species. In addition, River Partners will identify
species that will potentially use the site and determine habitat requirements to suit their
viability on-site.

e Vegetation: Existing native and non-native plants will be inventoried to allow for a plan
that addresses what invasive species mitigation strategies may be necessary.

o Assessment of planting considerations including availability of irrigation water, necessary
pesticide application permits, availability of local planting stock, and plant propagation
strategies.

e Topography: Analyzing the landform through topography, images, and site visits will
indicate water challenges, potential earthwork to be implemented and possible planting
associations that will foster habitat growth.

¢ In addition to these environmental indicators, River Partners will assess historical factors
including flooding and land use.

Partners and/or Conservation Corps Involvement

March 23, 2016
Agenda ltem: G-2a
Page 2



River Partners will collaborate with the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust in
developing the restoration plan. The River Parkway Trust will be responsible for the following
tasks:
e Review of draft and final restoration plans prior to submission,
e Attendance of up to four site visits with River Partners’ staff and external interest groups
to discuss the plan and secure local and regional support,
Online publication of information regarding the project site and public interest, and
Coordination of up to two public meetings.

Conservation Corps involvement is not relevant to planning projects such as the one proposed.

Location

Ball Ranch consists of 358 acres located approximately 4.5 miles downriver of Friant Dam in
Fresno County. The property extends to Friant Road, and is bounded on the south by Little Dry
Creek, a seasonal stream. A map follows this report.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) has jurisdiction over the Willow Unit of the
San Joaquin River Ecological Reserve, bordering Ball Ranch to the west, and lying between
Ball Ranch and the river. At the Evaluation Panel’'s suggestion, River Partners will explore with
DFW the potential to include the riverward area of the Willow Unit in the habitat restoration plan.

Project Goals and Obijectives

The proposed plan meets the intent of the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure
Improvement Act of 2014 as well as the Conservancy’s grant Guidelines and evaluation criteria.
This comprehensive plan will provide a restoration plan that will promote benefits for fish,
wildlife, the ecosystem as a whole, and the local community. The proposed Restoration Plan
will also incorporate several multi-benefit objectives into the planning design to advance the
Conservancy’s mission and goals of the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan.

The specific goals and objectives identified by River Partners, in summary, include:

e Contribute to the restoration of river parkways;

e Protect and restore aquatic, wetlands, and migratory bird ecosystems, including fish
and wildlife corridors;

e Implement habitat improvements that benefit federal and state threatened and
endangered species;

o Evaluate potential floodplain improvements to benefit threatened salmonid species;

e Lay a framework for the project site to become part of a network of restored lands
benefiting the broader San Joaquin River ecosystem;

e Restore riparian habitat to improve diversity and thus improve resilience to climate
change; and

e Emphasize collaboration and support among local partners, to allow for improved
habitat while also serving recreational needs in the future.

Budget and Funding
The total budgeted cost of the project is $32,178, with the proposed Conservancy grant funding

direct costs not to exceed $28,045 (87%) and the applicant funding its indirect costs equal to
$4,133 (13%). (River Partners has a federal negotiated indirect cost rate of 13%, a widely
accepted method for documenting an organization’s indirect costs.) The project budget, with
line items for Data Review, Site Assessment, Plan Writing, External Communications, Permits,
and Project Management, is shown on page 15 of their proposal (Attachment 1, G-4a).
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Benefits to Disadvantaged Communities
The proposed grant does not claim benefits to disadvantaged communities.

Long Term Management

The project site is preserved in perpetuity for conservation purposes under the State’s
ownership and Conservancy management. River Partners’ proposed project involves only
planning and design. Therefore, they will not assume any long-term operation and maintenance
obligations.

Evaluation Panel Results and Considerations

The Evaluation Panel considered the proposed project to have the following strengths: It will
contribute to Conservancy needs for Ball Ranch planning and for the overall habitat assessment
and enhancement. The proposed project is a good value, given the technical expertise of River
Partners and their scientific approach to habitat restoration.

The panel had concerns about that there was no certainty about future implementation;
however, these were outweighed by the benefits.

The average of the scores, on a 100-point scale, was 85, within acceptable values for
recommending a grant.

As noted, the panel suggested River Partners explore with DFW incorporating some Willow Unit
lands in their research and plan, as these lands lie immediately adjacent to Ball Ranch, between
Ball Ranch and the river. River Partners may include those DFW lands provided they secure
DFW permission and the grant funding remains adequate to complete the project as proposed.

CEQA Compliance
The proposed restoration plan is a planning and design project and, therefore, exempt from
CEQA. A Notice of Exemption will be filed by the Conservancy as the Lead Agency.

Letters of Support
A letter of support was included in the grant application. Please see Attachment 1, G-4a Exhibit

Atbesadian

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

Attachment 1 (CD):  G-4a River Partners Proposal, Ball Ranch Habitat Restoration Planning
Project
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2. Location Maps

Ball Ranch Restoration Plan
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity. Red shaded area indicates project location in relation to San Joaquin
River and City of Fresno and Fresno and Madera counties (see inset).



250.20, 401.51

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY

SAN JOAQUIN

i:': ‘ i :!"ﬂiiﬂb‘;‘ Iﬁ-—ﬂ*@.@aﬁ

Agenda Item
W

RIVER CONSERVANCY

0O F CALIEOERK 1

ltem G-2b
March 23, 2016

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board
FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Oﬁicel\w

SUBJECT: Authorize Bond Funds and Grant to California Department of Water Resources
for the Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration and Public Access Improvements
Planning and Design Project (carried over without prior discussion from the
February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board approve $438,000 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond funds and a grant
agreement with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to implement the Milburn
Pond Habitat Restoration and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design Project for the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) property. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB)
authorization would be requested at their May 2016 meeting.

SUMMARY:

DWR’s Milburn Pond Planning and Design Project proposal is among the Multi-Benefit
Ecosystem and Watershed Protection and Restoration competitive grants recommended by the
Conservancy’s Evaluation Panel.

In the 1950’s and 1960’s aggregate mining resulted in a large pit separated from the river by
berms, now called Milburn Pond. The DFW acquired the Milburn Unit of the San Joaquin River
Ecological Reserve in 1988. In 1995 and 1997, flood flows breached the berms, causing
inundation of the islands and shallow water habitat, impacting the river's hydraulic and sediment
transport characteristics, and allowing warm water non-native species in the pond access to the
river. In 1999, the adjacent 31-acre Hansen Farm riparian property, consisting of a large point
bar and a portion of floodplain, was also acquired by DFW.

Over four phases, the first of which is planning and preliminary design proposed for funding
herein, the Milburn Pond habitat restoration and public access project proposes to use material
from the Hansen Farm acquisition as a source of fill within the Milburn Unit to create additional
floodplain and rebuild and stabilize the berms that separate the pond from the river. The
proposed project would repair a breach in the berm, including constructing an equalization
saddle, strengthen the existing berm, and create a gravel road on top of the saddle and berm.
The proposed project would isolate the gravel pond from the river channel, create floodplain
habitat adjacent to the berm, and restore riparian habitat. The proposed project would also
provide for public access improvements to facilitate use of the pond for off-stream fishing and
other low-impact recreation.
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The proposed and future phases to complete habitat restoration, public access and recreation at
Milburn Pond would consist of: Phase 1 Planning and Preliminary Design; Phase 2 Final
Design, Permitting, and California Environmental Quality Act Compliance; Phase 3
Construction; and Phase 4 Monitoring, Operations and Maintenance.

DWR’s grant application for the 2015-2016 solicitation period covers activities included in Phase
1: Planning and Preliminary Design. In awarding a grant to support the work, the Conservancy
is not implying a commitment to fund any of the future phases.

DWR will perform funded planning and engineering services, with in-kind assistance from DFW.
The DWR South Central Region Office, River Restoration Section has designed, planned, and
managed implementation of river restoration projects for more than 25 years. DWR designed
equalization saddle structures, including channel and floodplain restoration, for previous river
projects on the Merced and San Joaquin rivers.

The detailed project proposal, maps, and line item budget were provided in last month's board
packet on a CD.

In summary, the Evaluation Panel recommends awarding the grant because habitat restoration
and public access at Milburn Pond are a high priority for both Parkway development and the
San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP), a species recovery program of statewide
significance. The project budget is large, but includes significant leveraged funding from DWR
and in-kind services from DFW. Upon inquiry from the Evaluation Panel about obligating such a
large portion of the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 planning allocation, DWR agreed to increase
its share of funding, reducing the requested grant by $50,000 to $438,000.

The panel recognized that Milburn Pond is located at the end of Milburn Avenue, a wide public
street, and is adjacent to Bluff Pointe Golf Center, a leased public use on Conservancy property.
The pond is on the fringe of Fresno, and would be accessible to many urban residents. Many
times anglers, neighborhood walkers, and bird watchers have inquired to DFW and the
Conservancy about opening Milburn Pond for public use.

The Evaluation Panel noted the investment in this planning project should be carried into
implementation phases in a timely manner. In response to the Evaluation Panel's inquiries
regarding the sponsors’ intentions to follow through with future phases, DFW indicated the
project is among their high priorities for implementation of the SJRRP, in order to isolate the
warm water pond from the river to protect and improve conditions for reintroduced salmon, and
to provide off-stream recreational fishing to off-set future limitations on fishing in the river.

DISCUSSION:

Eligibility

DWR is a public agency and their proposed project is located within the Conservancy’s planning
jurisdiction. Their proposed project meets the intent and purposes of Proposition 1 and is
consistent with the Conservancy’s mission and the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan,
and is an eligible use of Conservancy Proposition 1 bond funds.

Scope of Work and Schedule
DWR intends to complete the project by about June 2018, two years after executing the grant.
Their scope of work includes six tasks:
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e DWR will conduct and attend meetings internally and with DFW and the SJRRP as
needed. Project management documentation, including a project charter and schedule,
will be developed.

¢ DWR will collect various types of data. Research and investigation of existing data will
include topography, bathymetry, survey control points, hydraulic studies, hydrologic
information, and geologic information.

¢ DWR will develop and compare at least two conceptual design alternatives, including
rough costs, that take into account several design features.

e DWR will develop the alternatives report and meet with DFW to discuss the conceptual
alternatives.

e Once a design alternative is selected, DWR will conduct further data collection including
geotechnical investigations.

e DWR will create plan, profile, cross section, and detail drawings for the selected
alternative to a 30% design level. Quantities, preliminary construction costs, and a
timeline will be developed.

e A final report will be prepared at the end of the planning project, and will be submitted to
DFW and the Conservancy.

Partners and/or Conservation Corps Involvement

DWR will collaborate with DFW for this proposed project. DFW'’s role is to coordinate with
stakeholders and select among alternative designs. Stakeholders would include, but not be
limited to: the SURRP, San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust, members of the
San Joaquin River Partnership, and the Conservancy. DFW’s contribution would be considered
in-kind leveraged support for the project.

Conservation Corps involvement is not relevant to planning projects such as the one proposed.

Location

The Milburn Unit/Milburn Pond is located between State Route 99 and State Route 41 within the
city limits of Fresno (between River Miles 247 and 249). The Hansen Farm property lies
adjacent upstream. The pond is located to the east at the northern terminus of Milburn Avenue,
with Conservancy land and Bluff Pointe Golf Center adjacent to the west. A location map
follows this report.

Project Goals and Objectives

DWR’s proposed project meets the purposes and intent of Proposition 1 in Chapter 6.
Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams, Coastal Waters, and Watersheds, Section 79732 (a)(4) by
protecting and restoring aquatic, wetland, and migratory bird ecosystems including fish and
wildlife corridors and (a)(7) collaborating with federal agencies in the protection of fish native to
California and wetlands in the Central Valley of California. The berm to be designed and
eventually constructed will isolate the pond from the river. Disconnecting the pond from the
river would protect native species by closing a false migration pathway and eliminating predator
habitat. Salmon will no longer be lost or trapped in the pond, and predation will be reduced by
disconnecting predator habitat from the river channel. In addition, the berm will be improved
with bank stabilization, revegetation, and other habitat features that will promote wildlife habitat
throughout the corridor. The goals for this project include improving wildlife and ecosystem
function at the Milburn Unit while also improving public accessibility of the pond for off-stream
fishing. Americans with Disabilities Act-accessible features, such as a fishing area, trail, and
boat launch will be included among the alternatives.
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This pond isolation project would be beneficial to the conservation, restoration, and recovery of
important species by building a more natural, functional reach of the river channel. This is done
by eliminating or isolating juvenile salmon predator habitat, creating and enhancing the riparian
corridor, and creating a more natural stream, and improves sustainability.

Budget and Funding

The total budgeted cost of the project is $628,000, with the proposed Conservancy grant
funding direct costs not to exceed $438,000 (70%), DWR utilizing its funds totaling $150,000
(24%), and DFW providing in-kind services equal to $40,000 (6%). DWR will provide leveraged
funding from its SIRRP appropriations. The source of the DFW funding would be a 10-year
reimbursable funding agreement with Resources Agency under Water Code Section 79736 (d).
Attachment 1, G-4b, Table D-1 provides a detailed budget of the tasks related to this work.

DWR developed the cost estimate for the grant based on recent projects with similar work,
which included the San Joaquin Hatchery Visitor improvement Project, the Sycamore Island
Gravel Pit Isolation and Floodplain Restoration Project, and the Sycamore Island Fishing Pond
Enhancement Project. DWR noted the planning and design costs include technical engineering
necessary to address two different, complex types of projects: habitat improvements (design
tasks addressing earth work, the equalization saddle, hydrologic and hydraulic modeling,
revegetation plans, etc.) and public access features (notably tasks and design associated with
Americans with Disabilities Act compliance and flood protection).

Benefits to Disadvantaged Communities

The project site is located in Fresno County in the city of Fresno. Upon implementation, the
proposed project will provide recreational access to Milburn Pond for city, and county, and
regional residents. The Fresno County median household income was $45,563 and California
median household income was $61,094 in 2009-2013, which means Fresno County median
household income is less than 80% of statewide median household income, qualifying it as a
disadvantaged community according to WAT 79505.5. Portions of the project’s future service
area in Fresno and Madera also meet the definition of disadvantaged communities.

Long Term Management

The project site is preserved in perpetuity for conservation purposes under the State’s
ownership and DFW management. The proposed grant project involves only planning and
design; therefore, DFW and DWR will not assume any new long-term operation and
maintenance obligations as a result of this grant.

Evaluation Panel Results and Considerations

The Evaluation Panel considered the proposed project to have the following strengths: The
proposed project strongly addresses many Proposition 1 and Conservancy objectives. It plans
for habitat and watershed improvements; special species recovery, meeting the State’s
obligations under the SJRRP, including providing off-stream recreational fishing; and
development of the Parkway consistent with the Parkway Master Plan, including habitat
conservation and enhancement, public access, and recreation.

The panel had concerns that this project represents a significant investment in a planning and
design phase, with no certainty about future implementation. However, the project is a high
SJRRP priority, and improved public access at the pond has long been a high priority for the
Conservancy and population it serves. Technical investigation, planning, and design are
essential in order for the partners and potential future partners to identify and dedicate funding
for future phases.
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As noted, the panel requested DWR to consider reducing the dollar amount of its grant request.
DWR responded by increasing its contribution from SJRRP sources by $50,000, resulting in a
final grant request of $438,000.

The average of the scores, on a 100-point scale, was 81, within acceptable values for
recommending a grant.

CEQA Compliance
The proposed project is a planning and design project and therefore exempt from CEQA. The
Conservancy will file a Notice of Exemption.

Letters of Support
Please see Attachment 1, G-4b, Attachment 2 to the DWR proposal, a letter from the
Department of Fish and Wildlife describing its support and financial commitment.

s Fain

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

Attachment 1 (CD):  G-4b Department of Water Resources, Milburn Pond Habitat Restoration
and Public Access Improvements Planning and Design Project
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TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board

FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer

SUBJECT: Authorize Bond Funds and Grant to the Fresno Economic Opportunities
Commission for the Weed Management and Job Creation Project (carried over
without prior discussion from the February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the Board approve $959,934 in Proposition 1 (2014) bond funds and a grant
agreement with the Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission Local Conservation Corps
(Fresno LCC) to implement the Weed Management and Job Creation Project on State-owned
and other public properties. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) authorization would be
requested at their May 2016 meeting.

SUMMARY:

The Fresno LCC’s Weed Management and Job Creation proposal is among the Multi-Benefit
Ecosystem and Watershed Protection and Restoration competitive grants recommended by the
Evaluation Panel.

The proposed grant project is part of a three to five year program for invasive non-native plant
species removal on the San Joaquin River from Friant Dam to the confluence of the Merced
River, as called for in the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP). The infestation of
non-native plants reduces habitat values, and may spread as a result of the SJRRP if not
abated.

In September 2015, the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust submitted a grant
proposal to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) for a comprehensive project to remove
invasive species on the river. The River Parkway Trust's proposal was for five years and
exceeded $5 million. The USBR awarded approximately $1.5 million to the River Parkway
Trust, with River Partners as a subcontractor, for the Weed Management and Jobs Creation
Project. The funding did not include labor to remove vegetation; it only contributed to a portion
of management, supervision, data gathering, reporting, equipment, and supplies costs. The
USBR encouraged the organizations to apply for additional funding for the unfunded needs.
Without funding for labor, the organizations would make their best effort to use volunteers.

In January 2016, River Partners was awarded a Proposition 1 grant of approximately $1.5
million from the Department of Fish and Wildlife to contribute to the weed management project.
In their grant, $150,000 is allocated for Fresno LCC services that would be provided in the
Conservancy’s jurisdiction.
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To fully support implementation of the comprehensive Weed Management and Jobs Creation
Project in the Parkway reach, the Fresno LCC submitted a Proposition 1 proposal to the
Conservancy requesting a $959,934 grant. With the funding requested, Fresno LCC will be
able to provide the labor to remove invasive vegetation in the Parkway reach for three years
with two crew supervisors and twelve corps members.

Fresno LCC will draw on 10 years of experience in planning and managing conservation and
natural resource projects on public lands, and will be actively guided by the professional
restoration expertise and management of the River Parkway Trust, funded through other grants.
Fresno LCC has partnerships with the U.S. Forest Service, National Parks Service, land and
conservation trust organizations, and local government agencies.

The detailed project proposal, maps, and line item budget were provided in last month's board
packet on a CD.

In summary, the Evaluation Panel recommends awarding the grant because:

» Invasive species must continue to be successfully addressed to make progress and
avoid back-sliding where invasives have been removed to date;

» The proposed project will contribute to the success of the comprehensive program to
control invasive species in San Joaquin River from Friant Dam to confluence of Merced
River;

e This project will provide labor funding to assure success of USBR- and DFW-funded
projects;

e This project will benefit the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP) and
recovery of salmon, a special status species;

e The Fresno LCC is a cost-effective and well managed source of labor for this labor-
intensive project, and the grant is consistent with Proposition 1’s intent to capitalize on
conservation corps programs; and

e The Fresno LCC generates economic opportunity benefits of significance to a
disadvantaged community.

DISCUSSION:

Eligibility
Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission is a non-profit organization and their proposed
project is located within the Conservancy’s planning jurisdiction. Their proposed project meets
the intent and purposes of Proposition 1 and is consistent with the Conservancy’s mission and
the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan, and is an eligible use of Conservancy Proposition
1 bond funds.

Scope of Work and Schedule

The proposed grant would fund supervision and labor for a crew of twelve corps members for a
duration of three years. The River Parkway Trust will provide the invasive removal procedures
and protocols, site work plans, and invasive species monitoring, funded by other grants. Fresno
LCC will be responsible for crew supervision and labor. While working on this project, the crew
will be attending education programs funded by other sources to secure a high school diploma.

Partners and/or Conservation Corps Involvement
Fresno LCC will collaborate with the River Parkway Trust to implement this project. The River
Parkway Trust will provide guidance and leadership, working in conjunction with the Fresno
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LCC crew. The River Parkway Trust will be responsible for the following tasks, funded through
the USBR and DFW grants:

e Technical aspects of the project, including mapping the invasive weed infestations prior
to removal, providing baseline data for monitoring the effectiveness of management
techniques;

e Coordinate invasive plant removal plans with impacted landowners, including federal,
state and local agencies; and

e Develop a long-term (25-year) invasive species monitoring and management plan for
habitat restoration on the river.

The Fresno LCC will provide all services funded by this proposed grant. They provide young
adults, 18 to 25 years old in Fresno and surrounding communities with opportunities that
enable them to work toward achieving their full potential, such as a high school diploma, career
planning, work ethic, job skill development, and conservation stewardship. The Fresno LCC
has performed invasive species eradication, habitat restoration, and public access and
recreation improvements in the Parkway for many years.

Location

The work will be performed on public properties throughout the Parkway, including properties
owned by the Conservancy, with the landowners’ permission. A location map follows this
report.

Project Goals and Obijectives

The proposed project meets the intent of the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure
Improvement Act of 2014 as well as the Conservancy’s grant Guidelines and evaluation criteria.
The project is designed to help meet the goals, objectives, and obligations of the SJRRP
Invasive Vegetation Monitoring and Management Program. It is consistent with the San
Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan, which includes policies and goals supporting the
restoration of riparian habitat and removal of invasive species that threaten habitat values; and
the General Plans of the City of Fresno, County of Fresno, and County of Madera, which
support the Parkway Master Plan.

The specific goals and objectives identified by Fresno LCC, in summary, include:

. Preserve and restore the riparian corridor along the San Joaquin River from Friant
Dam to Highway 99;
. Reduce the extent of invasive species such as giant reed (arundo donax), Chinese

tallow (Sapium sebiferum), red sesbania (Sesbania punicea) and salt cedar
(Tamaerix species);

. Utilize decades of experience and expertise managing target weed species along
Central Valley rivers, as well as local knowledge about labor forces, permitting, and
riparian ecology to perform effective treatments;

. With the removal of these species, provide the opportunity for natural recruitment of
species such as willows, cottonwoods, and other mixed riparian forest;

. Support the SUIRRP's fisheries restoration goal by enhancing habitat; and

. Build partnerships with federal, state, and local entities;

Budget and Funding

The total cost of the project is $1,059,934, with the proposed Conservancy grant funding direct
costs not to exceed $959,934 (91%). The applicant will fund required education costs
(AmeriCorps Education Scholarship awards, instructor time, and equipment) for participating
corps members, vehicles for crew transportation, and $20,000 in direct staff services; a total
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contribution of $100,000 (9%) of in-kind services using matching funds. The project budget is
shown on page 018 of their proposal (Attachment 1, G-4c¢).

The Evaluation Panel requested a detailed line item budget from the Fresno LCC because their
proposal narrative and budget did not clearly describe key elements of the proposed budget.
The Fresno LCC provided the panel with their internal budget spreadsheet used to develop the
project costs. The proposal has allocated to the project 5% of the LCC Director’s time and 10%
of the General Manager’s time, totaling $37,818; these costs must be billed to the grant on an
hourly direct service basis, not as indirect percentage markups.

Benefits to Disadvantaged Communities

The project sites are located in Fresno County, the city of Fresno, and Madera County. Fresno
County median household income was $45,563 and California median household income was
$61,094 in 2009-2013, which means Fresno County median household income is less than 80%
of statewide median household income, qualifying it as a disadvantaged community according
to WAT 79505.5.

With the requested funding, the Fresno LCC will be able to provide 36 new vocational training
person-years for at-risk young people, ages 18-25, who will provide work on this project,
learning valuable vocational job skills, and reengaging in high school, on their way to self-
sufficiency.

Long Term Management

The State-owned project sites are preserved in perpetuity for conservation and other public
purposes. Under the related outside grants, the River Parkway Trust will develop a long-term
invasive species monitoring and management plan for river restoration.

Evaluation Panel Results and Considerations

The Evaluation Panel considered the proposed project to have the following strengths: The
project will help accomplish an important component of the SJRRP. It will contribute to the
success of a comprehensive program to control invasive species in the San Joaquin River
corridor and provide the labor funds needed for the success of the broader Weed Management
and Job Creation project. The Fresno LCC is an extremely cost-effective source of labor for this
labor-intensive project, and generates long-term benefits to disadvantaged youths.

The panel confirmed through review of the grants by the USBR and DFW for the comprehensive
project, that this grant will supplement, complement, and enhance, and not duplicate, the
services funded by the other grants. The panel had concerns about the $37,818 requested for
Director and General Manager wages. The grant agreement will ensure that the wages are
billed on hourly basis and not as a percentage markup.

The average of the scores, on a 100-point scale, was 82, within acceptable values for
recommending a grant.

CEQA Compliance

The Invasive Vegetation Monitoring and Management Program to be implemented through the
Weed Management and Job Creation Project was included in the Final SURRP Environmental
Impact Statement/Report (2012). The DFW filed a Notice of Determination for the Weed
Management and Job Creation Project in 2012. Staff has reviewed the plans and determined
the environmental documents adequately evaluate and mitigate the potential environmental
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impacts of implementing the proposed grant project. The Conservancy plans to file a Notice of
Determination.

Letters of Support
A letter of support was included in the grant application. Please see Attachment 1, G-4c, page

174,

“EonesHaniq

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

Attachment 1 (CD):  G-4c¢ Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission, LCC Weed
Management and Job Creation Project

March 23, 2016
Agenda ltem: G-2¢
Page 5



000'05 < I UOISSTUIWOY) SPUBT 3Je)S - PUR[S] USSUS| AOueAIaSUO) Y[S - pUR[S] 210WIRIAS

19 Aomybiy 01 66 Aomybiy h
funo) vispow pup ousaly »t p
420wy unboof ung AOUBAIZSUO) Y[S - YIBJ JATIEN POOMPIIM A1uno?) ousaly - pue[s| IN0IS o
o ﬁ;ﬁ} : AdueArasuo) Y(S - Nuf) uaing uep MAAD - 2AI9S2a 4 [B2130[007 uIngipw
| L1 —_—
_ V4 Adueaiasuo) Y[s - youey Jsary ouedg | MAaD - uefeyseq dwe)

SUOLIEJ0T [EAOUISY SSEWONY 907 UOISSIULIO)

werdold uonear) sqof 2 Juawseuey pasp mwmu_w._ﬁﬂﬂﬂm

wesdo1q uoneroisay Jaary umbeof ueg ousal4




250.20

RERRRESRRRY N JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY

Agenda Item

ltem: G-3

March 23, 2016

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy Govern{ng Board

FROM: Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer K/W

SUBJECT: Approve Meeting Calendar for 2016 (carried over without prior discussion from
the February 17, 2016, agenda)

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended the Board approve the calendar for the regular meetings scheduled for January
through December 2016.

SUMMARY:
For the past two years, the San Joaquin River Conservancy Board has met on the mornings of the
third Wednesday of each month. Attendance was excellent in 2015.

Board members were polled during January 2016 to find out which Wednesday is convenient to the
majority. Seven of the Board members responded, and the fourth Wednesday of the month was the
preferred day for all of them, except for the months of November and December. One member has
recurring conflicts on the third Wednesdays.

For 2016, the Board meetings will be on the fourth Wednesdays of each month, except the
Board will meet on the third Wednesdays in November and December, due to the holidays.

Upon Board approval, the meeting dates for 2016 will be as follows:

April 27 September 28
May 25 October 26
June 22 November 16
July—No Meeting December 21
August 24

The start time will be 10:00 a.m. for meetings held March through October and 10:30 a.m. for
November through February, in order to avoid fog for travelers. Unless otherwise specified in a
meeting notice, meetings will be in the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District's Board Room.
Board meetings are canceled at times when the issues can be postponed and consolidated into
fewer meetings; however, to the extent possible staff will work with the chairperson to schedule
meetings and set agendas to keep the anticipated duration near two to two-and-a-half hours. The
July meeting is canceled to allow for staff vacations. In 2015, eight meetings were held.

Ahoescod s

Rebecca Harris
Staff Services Analyst

March 23, 2016
Agenda Iltem G-3
Page 1



250.20

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY
Agenda Item

SAN JOAQUIN

Iltem: H-1
March 23, 2016

TO: San Joaquin River Conservancy
Governing Board

FROM : Melinda S. Marks, Executive Officer W

SUBJECT:  Administrative and Committee Reports: Organizations

RECOMMENDATION:
This report is for information only. No Board action is recommended.

SUMMARY:

The Conservancy agenda has traditionally included a time for oral reports from our most active
stewardship, environmental education, and advocacy partners: the San Joaquin River Parkway and
Conservation Trust and RiverTree Volunteers. These reports help keep the Board informed about
community interests, activism, and accomplishments relating to the Parkway, and provide a
perspective on the users and condition of the river environment.

In order to help streamline Board meetings, the River Parkway Trust and RiverTree Volunteers have
been invited to each provide a single page memorandum report and a single page of photos to be
included in the Board packet for each meeting. If a meeting is becoming time-constrained, the
chairperson may ask the organizations to forgo their oral reports, yet the Board will remain generally
informed about their activities.

Written reports received for this month follow.
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San Joaquin River Parkway & Conservation Trust Report

River Tours and Field Trips

2016 River Tours kayak & canoe trips are
now available for online registration. This
year we expect to serve over 1300 people
with either a canoe trip down the San
Joaquin River, or a calm water adventure at
Sycamore Island. Additionally, every
Madera 6" grade classroom is experiencing
a Calm Water Adventure at Sycamore Island
as part of their educational experience with
the Trust this spring.

Nature Walks

Our free public nature walk program is still
going strong, with dates scheduled through the
end of April. Hikes highlight various properties
along the San Joaquin, and each hike has a
different theme. In the month of March, we
also offered our first tour designed for adults
with disabilities, which was a complete
success. We expect to continue offering new
free programs for seniors and the disabled
over the next few months. Recent hikes
include Ball Ranch, Sycamore Island, the Sky
Harbor Trail, and wildflowers at the San
Joaquin Gorge.

River Camp 2016

River Camp 2016 registration is now

open. River Camp will be once again be taking
place at Scout Island, and we expect to serve
nearly 800 1°-6" grade students and 100 high
schoolers with the experience. Beginning this
year, the Young Explorers pre-k program will be
taking place at the River Center, where children
will explore the Hidden Homes trail and
participate in themed daily activities. We expect
over 150 children to participate in the Young
Explorers program.




Parties for the Parkway

On March 3" the River Parkway Trust’'s Parties for
the Parkway program had its 24" Annual Kickoff
Event, which included a gathering of 338 supporters
and members at the Clovis Veterans Memorial
District Building. Guests purchased among 53 unique
KIV IR PARKR AT TRUSY Parties for the Parkway offered this year by various

' hosts in the community including private individuals,
private businesses, non-profits organizations and city
government in both Fresno and Madera county. 38
local artists also donated pieces of their work for a
live and silent auction. All art was displayed inside
Fresno City Hall during the month of February. 21
Local vendors provided food, wine and beer. Parties
for the Parkway is looking forward to another
memorable season of raising funds and friends to
support projects and programs along the San
Joaquin River Parkway. 2017 will mark the 25™
anniversary of this unique program.

2016

River Stewards

Our last planting day before summer will be
held on Saturday, April 9. We'll be installing
multiple species of native trees and shrubs
over 8 acres along a former mining pond at
the Spano River Ranch just west of High-
way 41. All individuals or groups are wel-
come!

This event will run from 9:00am until
12:00pm and is suitable for all ages. Online
registration at is available at
www.riverparkway.org.

Sycamore Island

Attendance at Sycamore Island remains steady.
We receive multiple calls each day with inquiries
about visiting the property. Our Sycamore Island
Facebook page continues to be a resource for
sharing information about the property and gath-
ering “big fish” photos. Visit the page at face-
book.com/SycamorelslandPark.

San Joaquin River
Parkway and
Conservation Trust, Inc.




COL’LINTEERS

www.srivertraevolunteers.org

RiverTree Volunteers Report to SJIRC Board: Feb 18 to March 14

19 Feb River Safety Trip — Lost Lake to FT W. 282 cfs No problems 6 volunteers 2 bags trash removed
20 Feb RiverTree (2 staff) and Kayak Club (25 members) river trip — Lost lake to Fort Washington Beach
26 Feb 6 Tires Bluff at Herndon and Parkway 2 staff

27 Feb RiverTree (4 staff and 3 volunteers) helped work on Small Fry Trail with volunteers
from other groups.

28 Feb Paddling training for CSUF Civil Engineering students for cement canoe race. 2 staff,
11 students, 2 guests at Ft Washington Beach. 20 Tires Herndon and Floyd bluff 1 staff, 3

volunteers

29 Feb 5 Tires Picked up tires River Partners plowed up at River Bottom Park

2 March Kayak Trip onriver LL to FT W Picked up small amount of trash. Parrot feather
thick enough to stand on to recover trash. Left trash at Ledger Is. Bridge.

- ¥

Parrot Feather mats up again obstacles (bridge autments, etc.) during high water events and
poses a threat.



6 March Picked up trash at Ledger Island Bridge. Measured torque movement to bridge.
Fresno side abutment has moved about ¥4 inch both vertically and horizontally in last 6 years

9/10 Mar Coordinate new gate installation at PBC access road.

10 Mar Give CCC leadership tour of proposed projects along river.

11 Mar 2 Staffand 2 voluteer r RiverTree, part of 11 people, helped to weed and mulch the Small
Fry Trail at the Friant Fish Hatchery.

12 Mar Took pictures of erosion at SJIRC Schnieder property. Possible long term maintenance issue.

16-19 Mar Work on San Joaquin River Trail with High Sierra Trail Crew. 1,000’ elevation.

Our tire count is now 100 tires removed for the year 2016 and 8,057 tires removed since RiverTree was
founded March 10, 2003.
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