
    
 

 
 

    
 

 
  

  
  
   

 
  

   
  

 
  

  
  
 

 
 

 
 

     

   
 

 

   
 

      
     

 
 

  

   
     
 

 
 

    
 

 
  

     
 

  
   

 
 

   
 

    
     

 
   

  
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
   

 
 

   
   
 

 
  

 
     

 
    

 
     

  
 

 

 
 

   
  

 
 

  
   

 

GOVERNING BOARD 

Robert Macaulay, Chairperson, 
Supervisor, Madera County Board of 
Supervisors 

Kacey Auston, Vice-Chairperson, 
Director, Fresno Metropolitan Flood 
Control District 

Garry Bredefeld, Supervisor, 
Fresno County Board of Supervisors 

Nick Richardson, Councilmember, 
City of Fresno 

Elsa Mejia, Councilmember, 
City of Madera 

Julie Vance, Regional Manager, 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Steve Barber, ActingSector 
Superintendent, Department of Parks 
and Recreation 

Jennifer Norris, Executive Director, 
Wildlife Conservation Board 

Gloria Sandoval, Deputy Secretary 
for Access, Natural Resources Agency 

Cheryl Hudson, PublicLand Manager, 
State Lands Commission 

Stephen Benson, Assistant Program 
Budget Manager, Department of 
Finance 

Citizen Representatives 

Bryn Forhan, City of Fresno 

Daniel O’Connell, Fresno County 

Jose Eduardo Chavez, Madera County 

Stephanie Ruiz, Youth 

Vacant, Tribal 

Kari Kyler Daniska 
Chief Executive Officer 

PO BOX 28338 
Fresno, California 93729 
www.sjrc.ca.gov 

The next meeting of the 
San Joaquin River Conservancy 

Governing Board 

Will be held on February 4, 2026 

Board Meeting Locations: 
Camarena Health Wellness Center 

at Tesoro Viejo 
4148 Town Center Boulevard, 

Madera, CA 93636; 

and California Natural Resources Agency 
715 P. Street, Room: 20-103 (Serpentine Room) 

Sacramento, CA 95814; 

California State Lands Commission 
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South 

Sacramento, CA 95825; 

and online Via Teams 
Click here to join the meeting 

1:00 P.M. CALL TO ORDER 

CLOSED SESSION WILL BE 
HELD BEFORE CONSENT AND 
REGULAR SESSION 

2:00 P.M. OPEN SESSION WILL RESUME 
WITH PUBLIC COMMENT 

4:00 P.M. PUBLIC STRATEGIC 
PLANNING WORKSHOP 

https://www.slc.ca.gov/
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/d864fa75-4900-46cd-b4a1-57572e2138f5@b71d5652-4b83-4257-afcd-7fd177884564
http://www.sjrc.ca.gov/


 
      

 
    

  

  

 
  

  

    

 
  

   

     

  
 

  
   

  
  

   
 

  
    

   
 

  
  

   
 

   

    

    
         

  
  

 
 

  
  

 

 

  

    

 
 

  

   
     
 

 
 

    
 

 
  

     
 

  
   

 
 

   
 

    
     

 
   

  
 

 
    

 
 

 
    

 
   

 
 

   
   
 

 
  

 
     

 
    

 
     

  
 

 

 
 

   
  

 
 

  
   

 

F. CONSENT ITEMS

The San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 
February 6, 2026 Meeting AMENDED Agenda 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

GOVERNING BOARD 

Robert Macaulay, Chairperson, 
Supervisor, Madera County Board of 
Supervisors 

Kacey Auston, Vice-Chairperson, 
Director, Fresno Metropolitan Flood 
Control District 

Garry Bredefeld, Supervisor, 
Fresno County Board of Supervisors 

Nick Richardson, Councilmember, 
City of Fresno 

Elsa Mejia, Councilmember, 
City of Madera 

Julie Vance, Regional Manager, 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Steve Barber, ActingSector 
Superintendent, Department of Parks 
and Recreation 

Jennifer Norris, Executive Director, 
Wildlife Conservation Board 

Gloria Sandoval, Deputy Secretary 
for Access, Natural Resources Agency 

Cheryl Hudson, PublicLand Manager, 
State Lands Commission 

Stephen Benson, Assistant Program 
Budget Manager, Department of 
Finance 

Citizen Representatives 

Bryn Forhan, City of Fresno 

Daniel O’Connell, Fresno County 

Jose Eduardo Chavez, Madera County 

Stephanie Ruiz, Youth 

Vacant, Tribal 

Kari Kyler Daniska 
Chief Executive Officer 

PO BOX 28338 
Fresno, California 93729 
www.sjrc.ca.gov 

B. ROLL CALL 

C. POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Any Board member who has a potential conflict of interest may 
identify the item and recuse themselves from discussion and 
voting on the matter (FPPC §97105). 

D. CLOSED SESSION 

Before convening in closed session, members of the public will 
be provided the opportunity to comment on Regular Session 
agenda items. 

D-1. Gov. Code, § 11126(c)(7)(A) Consultation with real property 
negotiators concerning terms of negotiations, including price 
and terms of payment. 

Title: Proposed Fresno and Madera County Property 
Negotiations with State Parks Representative 
(APNs: 051-200-026, 051-200-024, 051-200-031, 051-720-012, 
300-100-06T, 300-100-07T, 049-101-018, 049-280-010, 049-
084-026, 049-084-029, 049-084-030, 049-084-032, 049-
084-033, 049-102-004, 049-084-017) 

D-2. Government Code Section 11126(a)(1) Public Employee 
Performance Evaluation 

Title: Executive Officer 

Closed Session is anticipated to last an hour. 
The Board meeting will resume with Public Comment at 

approximately 2:00 P.M. 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT AND BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

Ten minutes of the meeting are reserved for members of the 
public who wish to address the Conservancy Board on items of 
interest that are not on the agenda and are within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Conservancy. Speakers shall be 
limited to three minutes. The Board is prohibited by law from 
taking any action on matters discussed that are not on the 
agenda; no adverse conclusions should be drawn if the Board 
does not respond to public comments at this time. 

F-1. INFORMATION ITEM: Conservancy Budget Update. 

http://www.sjrc.ca.gov/


      
   

   

   

   

 

   

    

    
 

        

 

    

  

  

    

         
   

  

 

   

              
 

  

 
   

  

 

  
   

F-2. INFORMATION ITEM: Reminder to File Statements of Economic Interest and 
Complete Biennial Ethics Training, Due Tuesday, April 1, 2026. 

F-3. INFORMATION ITEM: Proposition 4 Grant Program. 

F-4. INFORMATION ITEM: Strategic Plan Update. 

F-5. ACTION ITEM: Approve 2026 Meeting Calendar. 

G. REGULAR SESSION ITEMS 

G-1. ACTION ITEM: Elect a Board Chair and Vice Chair. 

G-2. ACTION ITEM: Adopt Resolution 26-01 Expressing Appreciation for RiverTree 
Volunteers. 

G-3. ACTION ITEM: Adopt Resolution 26-02 Expressing Appreciation for Bobby Macaulay. 

H. ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

H-1. Deputy Attorney General Report 

H-2. Executive Officer Report 

H-3. Board Members’ Reports and Comments 

H-4. Organizations’ Reports: If time allows oral and/or written updates from partners are 
encouraged, covering current or upcoming events and project updates or other items 
of relevance to the Conservancy. 

I. NEXT BOARD MEETING DATE 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 10:00 a.m. at the San Joaquin 
River Conservancy Headquarters. 

J. ADJOURN 

Board meeting notices, agendas, staff reports, and approved minutes are posted on the 
Conservancy’s website, www.sjrc.ca.gov. For further information or if you need reasonable 
accommodation due to a disability, please contact info@sjrc.ca.gov. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING PUBLIC WORKSHOP WILL BEGIN 15 MINUTES AFTER THE 
BOARD MEETING IS ADJOURNED APPROXIMATELY AT 4:00 P.M. 

http://www.sjrc.ca.gov/
mailto:info@sjrc.ca.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: F-1 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: INFORMATION ITEM: Conservancy Budget Update. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This report is provided for informational purposes only. No action by the San Joaquin River 
Conservancy Governing Board is required. 

PROPOSITION FUNDS: 

Enc. 06/30/28, Revert. 06/30/30 
SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND 
SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL 
PROTECTION FUND OF 2006 (Proposition 84) (6051) $36,000,000.00 

Program Delivery (1,800,000.00) 
Expenses (33,203,665.13) 
Committed Funds (SJRC Board)* (996,334.87) 
Balance $00.00 

Enc. 06/30/26, Revert. 06/30/28 
WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENT FUND (Proposition 1) (6083) $10,000,000.00 

Program Delivery (500,000.00) 
Expenses (3,688,911.57) 
Committed Funds (SJRC Board)* (2,000,000.00) 
Unallocated Balance $3,311,088.43 

Enc. 06/30/28, Revert. 06/30/30 
THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT, WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE, 
COASTAL PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR 
ALL ACT OF 2018 (Proposition 68) (6088)   $6,000,000.00 

Program Delivery (450,000.00) 
Expenses -
Committed Funds (SJRC Board)* (5,550,000.00) 
Unallocated Balance $00.00 

https://5,550,000.00
https://450,000.00
https://6,000,000.00
https://3,311,088.43
https://2,000,000.00
https://3,688,911.57
https://500,000.00
https://10,000,000.00
https://996,334.87
https://33,203,665.13
https://1,800,000.00
https://36,000,000.00
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SAFE DRINKING WATER, WILDFIRE PREVENTION, 
AND PROTECTING COMMUNITIES AND NATURAL 
LANDS FROM CLIMATE RISKS OF 2024 
(Proposition 4) 

Program Delivery 
Expenses 
Unallocated Balance 

GENERAL FUND (July 2021- June 2027): 
GENERAL FUND (0001) 

Expenses 
Unallocated Balance 

FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 2026: 
ENVIRONMENTAL LICENSE PLATE FUND (14000) 

Expenses 
Unallocated Balance 

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER CONSERVANCY FUND (10002) 
Expenses 

Unallocated Balance 

PROP 84 -PROGRAM DELIVERY (10006) 
Expenses 

Unallocated Balance 

$11,000,000.00 
(770,000.00) 

-
$10,230,000.00 

$15,000,000.00 
(7,453,072.50) 

$7,546,927.50 

$444,000.00 
(430,402.01) 

$13,597.99 

$450,000.00 
($148,432.44) 

$301,567.56 

$512,000.00 
(420,493.64) 

$91,506.36 

* The funds have been authorized by the SJRC Board and are currently pending approval by 
the WCB Board for encumbrance. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy Chief 
Executive�Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov. 

mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov
https://91,506.36
https://420,493.64
https://512,000.00
https://301,567.56
https://148,432.44
https://450,000.00
https://13,597.99
https://430,402.01
https://444,000.00
https://7,546,927.50
https://7,453,072.50
https://15,000,000.00
https://10,230,000.00
https://770,000.00
https://11,000,000.00
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: F-2 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: INFORMATION ITEM: Reminder to File Statements of Economic 
Interest and Complete Biennial Ethics Training, Due Wednesday, 
April 1, 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This report is provided for informational purposes only. No action by the San Joaquin River 
Conservancy Governing Board is required. 

SUMMARY: 

The Political Reform Act requires public officials and employees who serve in positions 
designated by an agency’s conflict-of-interest code to annually disclose personal assets and 
income by filing a Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700). The statement is due on 
April 1 of each year. The Form 700 can be completed on the online eDisclosure system at 
https://form700.fppc.ca.gov/ or the original copy can be mailed to the Conservancy. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 91013, late statements are subject to a fine of $10 per 
day up to a maximum of $100.  The Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) will consider 
a request to waive the payment of a late fine if the request is based on a “good cause” such 
as medical reasons or lost records, among others.  However, FPPC will not waive the fine for 
reasons such as a vacation or waiting for professional assistance from a financial advisor. 
Additional information can be found on the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov or you may call 
FPPC at 1-866-275-3772. 

California law requires State officials to complete an ethics training course within six months 
of their hiring or appointment, and every two years thereafter.  Conservancy Board members 
must take the course specifically for State officials.  To help State officials meet this 
requirement, the Attorney General’s Office and the Fair Political Practices Commission have 
developed an online, interactive training course, available at http://oag.ca.gov/ethics/course. 
Additional information regarding ethics training for State officials can be found on the 
California Attorney General’s website at http://oag.ca.gov/ethics.  State ethics training 
certificates can be emailed or mailed to the Conservancy, attention Ashley Bybee, PO Box 
28338, Fresno, CA 93729. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy Chief 
Executive�Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov. 

https://form700.fppc.ca.gov/
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
http://oag.ca.gov/ethics/course
http://oag.ca.gov/ethics
mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: F-3 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: INFORMATION ITEM: Proposition 4 Grant Program. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This report is provided for informational purposes only. No action by the San Joaquin River 
Conservancy Governing Board is required. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Safe Drinking�Water,�Wildfire Prevention,�Drought�Preparedness,�and�Clean Air�Bond�of�
2024 (“Proposition 4”) was enacted by the voters on November 5, 2024, to fund $10 billion in 
public improvements throughout the State of California. The primary objective of Proposition 
4�is�to�tackle our�most�urgent�climate needs�by�investing�in preventing�devastating�wildfires,�
providing clean, safe drinking water and boosting water supplies, and protecting California’s 
iconic landscapes. Proposition 4 project investments aim to assist communities that have 
been historically underserved by allocating a minimum of 10 percent of available funds to 
severely disadvantaged communities and a minimum of 40 percent of available funds to 
disadvantaged communities. 
The Conservancy has received approximately $11 million to support local assistance grants 
under its Proposition 4 Grant Program. The funds are allocated as follows: 

• $82,500 –Bond Fund Fee 
• $770,000 –Program Delivery 
• $10,147,500 –Projects 

SUMMARY: 

On December 16, 2025, the Conservancy submitted proposed emergency regulations for 
Proposition 4 �to the Office �of Administrative �Law (OAL). The submittal was accepted as �
complete on the same day. 
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Subsequently,�on�December�24,�2025,�the�OAL�approved the�Conservancy's Proposition 4 
Emergency�Regulations,�which�became effective immediately�upon�approval.�Approved�
Regulations are included as Attachment 1.�

With�this approval, the�Conservancy’s Proposition 4 Grant Program is now�officially active. As�
a result, $5,115,000 in Proposition 4 funding allocated for Fiscal Year 25–26 is currently 
available�for�eligible�projects.�An�additional $5,035,000�in�Proposition 4 funding is 
anticipated to become available on July 1, 2026. 

Prospective applicants are encouraged to consult with the Conservancy’s Chief Executive 
Officer and�submit�a�Letter of�Intent�outlining�their proposed�project�to�info@sjrc.ca.gov. 
Additional information�about�the�Conservancy’s Proposition 4 Grant Program, including 
eligibility criteria and application guidelines, is available on our website. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy Chief 
Executive�Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov. 

Attachment 1: Notice of Approval of Emergency Regulatory Action 

mailto:info@sjrc.ca.gov
mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: F-4 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: INFORMATION ITEM: Strategic Plan Update. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This report is provided for informational purposes only. No action by the San Joaquin 
River Conservancy Governing Board is required. 

SUMMARY: 

The Conservancy has initiated the strategic planning process and has created a timeline 
showing the anticipated steps and milestones (Attachment 1). 

The Chief Executive Officer�has open�office�hours�on Tuesdays from 9-11 AM, started 
meeting with stakeholder groups and community members to gather feedback, and has 
regular meetings with an internal steering committee for the development of the strategic 
plan. 

Potential goals or areas of focus in the Strategic Plan include: 

• Strengthen Tribal Partnerships and Advance Equity in Land Stewardship 
• Advance Land Acquisition to Protect Habitat, Expand Public Access, and Support 

Regional Conservation Priorities 
• Accelerate and Scale Habitat Restoration to Protect Biodiversity and Build Climate 

Resilience 
• Expand Equitable Public Access while Protecting Natural and Cultural Resources 
• Align Investments to Accelerate Parkway Development and Expand Equitable 

Public Access in Response to Evolving Recreation Trends 
• Advance Adaptive Management through Science, Monitoring, and Traditional 

Ecological Knowledge 
• Find Opportunities for Long-Term, Stable Funding 

Additionally, three public workshops will be held to gather comments. Workshops will be 
held in Fresno and Madera County after regularly scheduled Board meetings. The final�
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presentation of the strategic plan to the Governing Board is anticipated to take place in 
August of 2026. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy 
Chief Executive Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov 

Attachment 1: Strategic Planning Timeline 
Attachment 2: Strategic Plan Workshop Presentation 

mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: F-5 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: ACTION ITEM: Approve Board Meeting Calendar for 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended the San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board approve the 
meeting schedule reserved for the 2026 calendar year. 

SUMMARY: 

For the past year, the San Joaquin River Conservancy Board has generally met on the 
mornings or afternoons of�the�first�Wednesday�of�each month.�

For 2026, the meetings will continue to be�scheduled�on�the�first�Wednesday�of�each month.�
Individual meetings will be given for any board members who wish to be apprised of current 
and upcoming projects, these meetings are optional but recommended.�Workshops�may also 
be scheduled in conjunction with monthly meetings and do not need a quorum of board 
members to be present.�Workshops�will be informational only and do not include any action 
items for consideration. 

Upon approval, the schedule for 2026 Conservancy Governing Board meetings will be as 
follows: 

March 4 – Morning Meeting August 5 – Afternoon Meeting 
April 1 – Afternoon Meeting September 2 – Morning Meeting 
May 6 – Morning Meeting October 7 – Afternoon Meeting 
June – No Meeting November 4 – Morning Meeting 
July – No Meeting December – No Meeting 

The start time will be 9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. for meetings held January through December, 
unless�otherwise specified.�Meetings will be held in a hybrid fashion, allowing for both virtual 
and in-person participation. Physical meeting locations may vary, and the location will 
be posted upon dissemination of the agenda. Every effort will be made to host meetings in 
both Fresno and Madera County. Board meetings are canceled at times when the issues can 
be postponed and consolidated into fewer meetings; however, to the extent possible, staff 
will work with the Chairperson and Vice-chair to schedule meetings and set agendas to keep 
the anticipated duration between two and three hours. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy Chief 
Executive�Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov. 

mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov


 
 

 
 

    

  

   

   
 

 
 

   
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

             
   

       
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

            
               

 
  

 
    
     

 
  

 
   

 

Docusign Envelope ID: 60D070E7-3C11-40E9-8E95-DE764919DEED

AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: G-1 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: ACTION ITEM: Elect a Board Chair and Vice-Chair for Calendar 
Year 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended the Board nominate and elect a new chairperson, as provided for in the 
San Joaquin River Conservancy Act, and a vice-chairperson, each to serve a one-year term 
of�office.�

SUMMARY: 

Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

Under Public Resources Code, §32519 of the San Joaquin River Conservancy: “Voting 
members of the Board shall annually elect from among the voting members a chairperson 
and�a�vice�chairperson.�If�the�office�of�the�chairperson�or vice�chairperson�becomes�vacant, 
a new chairperson or vice chairperson shall be elected by the voting members of the Board 
to serve for the remainder of the term. A person shall not serve as chairperson for more than 
two consecutive years.” 

In February 2025, Madera County Supervisor, Bobby Macaulay, was elected to serve as the 
chairperson and Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District, Director Kacey Auston was 
elected to serve as the vice chairperson. 

In accordance with the San Joaquin River Conservancy Act, the chairperson will call for 
nominations�for each position,�the�office�of�chairperson�and�vice�chairperson�will�be�the�
nominees that receive a majority vote of the Board. The process will be as follows, unless the 

Board determines otherwise: 

1. Chair Macaulay will accept nominations for the chairperson; 
2. Upon being nominated, the Board member who has been nominated can accept or 

decline the nomination (the nomination does not require a Second); 
3. When there are no more nominations, the Chair will ask for a roll call vote after the 

close of discussion among the Board members; 
4. The Clerk to the Board will call roll and report the result to Chair Macaulay. The 

nominee that receives a majority of the votes will be selected as the chairperson for 
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2026. If none of the nominees receive a majority of the votes, the nominees with the 
highest and second highest number of votes will be included in a second roll call 
vote to determine the chairperson for 2026, continuing until one nominee receives a 
majority of the votes; 

5. This same method of nomination, acceptance, and roll call voting will be carried out 
for the vice chairperson. 

6. Both the chairperson and vice chairperson will assume their positions on March 4, 
2026. 

For additional information, you may direct inquiries to San Joaquin River Conservancy Chief 
Executive�Officer, Kari Kyler Daniska, at�kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov. 

mailto:kari.daniska@sjrc.ca.gov
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: G-2 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: ACTION ITEM: Adopt Resolution 26-01 Expressing Appreciation 
for RiverTree Volunteers. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board adopt Resolution 
of Appreciation 26-01 for RiverTree Volunteers for outstanding environmental stewardship 
and community service. 

SUMMARY: 

RiverTree Volunteers�is�a�nonprofit�organization dedicated�to�the care,�restoration,�and�
stewardship of the San Joaquin River and its watershed through volunteerism, education, 
recreation, and environmental restoration. Since 2003, RiverTree Volunteers has played a 
significant�role�in�improving�river health and�public�access�through clean-ups,�habitat 
restoration, and community engagement activities. 

Since its founding, RiverTree Volunteers has removed more than 8,900 tires and hundreds of 
tons�of trash and�recyclables�from�the�San�Joaquin�River,�its�banks, and�tributaries,�improving�
water�quality,�public�safety,�and�the�overall�condition of�the river�corridor.�The�organization�
has also supported and coordinated multiple Eagle Scout projects in partnership with the 
Conservancy�and�other�organizations,�providing�meaningful�restoration�benefits�to�the river�
and surrounding communities. 

Approval�of�this�item�will�formally�recognize and�commend�RiverTree Volunteers,�its�
volunteers,�partners,�and�supporters�for their exceptional�contributions�and�continued�
dedication to preserving and enhancing the San Joaquin River for present and future 
generations. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

February 4, 2026 Item: G-3 

To: San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board 

From: Kari Kyler Daniska, Chief Executive Officer�

Subject: ACTION ITEM: Adopt Resolution 26-02 Expressing Appreciation 
for Bobby Macaulay. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the San Joaquin River Conservancy Governing Board adopt: 
Resolution of Appreciation 26-02 for County of Madera Supervisor, Bobby Macaulay to 
commend and thank him for his service to the San Joaquin River Conservancy and his 
dedication to the development and implementation of the San Joaquin River Parkway. 

SUMMARY: 

Bobby Macaulay was elected to the San Joaquin Conservancy Board in 2023 and served 
approximately three years during his term. Throughout his term, Mr. Macaulay was a highly 
valued and engaged member of the Board. He served as Board Chair and Vice Chair and 
consistently participated in Board deliberations, ensuring that alternatives were thoroughly 
considered and that recommendations were well-reasoned and informed. 
Mr. Macaulay’s leadership and vision for the Conservancy were instrumental to its mission, 
and he was among the strongest advocates for advancing efforts to create a safe and 
accessible San Joaquin River Parkway. Mr. Macaulay has stated that his greatest 
accomplishment during his service was supporting staff development and fostering a strong, 
cohesive team. 

DISCUSSION: 

During Mr. Macaulay’s term with the Conservancy, he has helped guide the Conservancy’s 
work on several capital improvement projects and many property management issues. Items 
that were authorized by the Conservancy Board during his service included work on: 

• The acquisition of properties for habitat conservation and enhancement, public 
access, recreation, and environmental education. 

• Adopted the Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report for River West Fresno, 
Eaton Trail Extension Project. 

• Grant to the Department of Water Resources for the Sycamore Island Fishing Pond 
Enhancement Project. 

• Grant to the City of Fresno for the River West Fresno, Eaton Trail Extension Project. 



   
 

    
 

    
 

        
 

   
 

 
      

    
 

  
 
 

• Grant to the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust to acquire the Sumner 
Peck Winery. 
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• Grant to the Department of Water Resources for the Milburn Pond Planning, Design 
and CEQA. 

• Contract�to the City of Fresno for the Installation of a Traffic Light at the Del Mar�and 
Audubon Intersection. 

• Operation Agreement for the operation and maintenance of Sycamore Island and Van 
Buren Unit to the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust. 

• Operation Agreement for the operation and maintenance of Ball Ranch and Ledger�
Island to the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust. 

The Conservancy appreciates the dedication that Mr. Macaulay has demonstrated toward the 
development of the San Joaquin River Parkway and increased quality of life for the 
community that enjoys it. His guidance and voice have been key in establishing and furthering 
the Conservancy’s goals, objectives, and priorities. 
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